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PRADEEP H. GOHIL

A STEP FORWARD

Thethird object of Theosophical Society(TS) is probably the least
talked about. How can one'investigate unexplained laws of Natureand the
powerslatentin man? It can happen in astate of meditation. Many mem-
bers may want to experiencethe‘latent powers’ immediately becausethe
third object is experimental by nature. However, the three Objects of the
TSaretobetaken asan integrated whole and asatotal commitment in our
lives. Only then can one understand the unexplained laws of Nature and the
Powerslatent in man.

| must say that the growth of concern for the third object is most
appropriate for the present day world. However, thereis alot of uncer-
tainty asto what should theindividua membersof the Theosophical Soci-
ety doindividually or inagroup. The problem liesin therestricted inter-
pretation of *latent power’ which is more often than not confined to the
phenomenaof psychism involving telepathy, clairvoyance, clairaudience
and other psychic faculties. Thisleads meto an analogy where one might
havefour eyesand four earsbut would that make him abetter human being?

The moreimportant latent powers are those which relate to the un-
foldment of virtue such as compassion, love, kindness, peace, harmony,
understanding, goodwill and many othersasthey are prai sed enthusiasti-
cally by spiritual teachers of severa religionsin the world. The unfold-
ment of virtueaignsonewith the unexplained lawsof nature. Investigation
becomesredization, for nature appearsto yield her innermost secretsmore
readily to those who approach her invirtue.

Study helps us to learn to meditate and to serve more effectively.
Serviceexternalizesinto practice our study and our meditation. And with
meditation, we spiritualize our study and our serviceto humanity. In short,
wisdom comeswhen you have both knowledge and virtue.
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Theunfoldment of thelatent powersof virtueisthe best preparation
and safeguard for dealing with psychic powersand phenomena. Meditation
isthekey sinceit providesthethrust. In meditation, theliberation and mas-
tery of consciousness enables one to investigate the unexplained laws of
nature and to unfold the powers of virtue latent in man. Practicing daily
meditation would certainly bethe step forward in theright direction.

Thework of the Third Object, in the sense of
investigating the unexplained and the latent can be
undertaken only by individualson their own respon-
sibility, or occasionally by ateam, and not by the So-
ciety asawhole.

N.SRI RAM
“TheOpen Field of theThird Object”
The Theosophist, Nov.,1996 p. 67

Inaninner sense, the Third Object isabout un-
derstanding the great mysteries of the univer se and
developing ourselves accordingly. It isa call to the
practice of a spiritual discipline that leads to such
under standing and development. It isabout yoga, the
processof unitivetransfor mation.

JOHNALGEO
“The Objects and Their Relevance to the
Theosophical Life’
The Theosophist, Nov., 1996, p54
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TIM BOYD

THEAGELESSWISDOM IN SHIFTING
TIMES

OUR thinking together, whether virtual or faceto face, createsamag-
netic centrethat can propel usall to new ways of understanding and impact
theworldinwhichwelive. Thisispart of the process of coming together
— the creation of powerful magnetic centres that draw to them ahidden
intelligence. So | would like to discuss three topics: (1) questioning, (2)
thetoolsof the spiritual life, and (3) healing.

The cultivation and application of theinner wisdom to which we have
accessisof paramount importancein timessuch asthe onesweareliving
innow. Whenwefeel attracted to and arelegitimately engaged in what we
might call the spiritual path, itisinevitably theresult of questionsthat have
arisenwithin us. These questionsmay havelain dormant for years, perhaps
even for lifetimes, but there comes atimein every life when we start to
feel asthough deeper answers are needed, which a so means that deeper
guestions must arisefrom within us.

Thisisthe processwefind ourselves engaged in now. We are quite
familiar with thisideathat we must “live the questions’. However, ques-
tionsat thelevel we are speaking of are not matters of mereinformation.
Most of usare aware of Rainer MariaRilke's“livethe questions’ quote,
but the context for it isamore expansiveresponsethat hegavein aletter to
another young poet. It puts into perspective the sort of questioning and
inquiry that is beyond a mental or intellectual exercise. Hereiswhat he
said to ayoung poet:

Be patient toward all that isunsolved in your heart and try to love
the questionsthemselveslikelocked roomsand like booksthat are
writtenin avery foreign tongue. Do not now seek theanswers, which
cannot be given to you because you would not be ableto livethem,
and the point isto live everything. Live the questions now. Perhaps
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youwill then gradually, without noticingit, livealongin somedis-
tant day into the answer.

To me, thisisbeautiful becauseit speaks about the nature of adiffer-
ent order of questioning — not about just receipt of information, but in-
volved with the process of unfoldment. Aswe ask the deep questionsand
livewith them, theanswersinevitably appear, perhapsnot on our schedule,
but it is the process that makes possible the revelation of these layers of
being.

The nature of the questions that we ask will be determined by our
particular degree of unfoldment. We are probably familiar with St Paul’s:
“When | wasachild, | spokeasachild, | understood asachild. But when |
becameaman, | put away childishthings.” Hewas not speaking about obvi-
ousthings: at acertain agewe no longer play in sand boxes, or we do not
have tinker toys. There are degrees of unfoldment, and along with those
degrees, we see, speak, and understand very differently.

Sothereareparticular questionsthat we ask and often thefirst ques-
tionsweask arethebig ones: “Why am | inthisworld?’, “Why isthe uni-
verseasitis?’, and soon. The“Why” questionsarethevery big questions
whichrealy areunanswerable, at least in termsthat wewould be capableto
understand.

For any of uswho have had children, or have been around children of
acertain age, thereisastage where their questioning can become burden-
some. Thereisamoment when achild will start asking “Why?" over and
over again, when their minds and imaginations are trying to cometo grips
withthisworldthey have beenthrowninto. Anyonewho hasever gonethrough
it knowsthat it really does not take too many “Why?’" questions for our
ability to answer to unravel . Takethetraditional question: *Mommy, daddy,
why isthe sky blue?’ Depending on our physics background wemay havea
dightly different answer, but we start off: “Well, dear, thelight that you see
coming from the sunisactually white, but it breaksinto a spectrum of all
different colours.”

Soundsgood, but obvioudly afurther question of, “Well, why isthat?’,
tests your physics and your ability to answer. So if you know alittle bit
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more, then: “ The moleculesand particlesthat arein the atmosphere absorb
different colours among the spectrum and scatter the rest of the light.”
“Why?" If you really had studied it, then you might revert to something
like: “Well, it'saresult of the Rayleigh scattering effect; Lord Rayleigh
discoveredthis.” Onemore“Why?’ question drives many personsto the
response, “ Look, | don’t know! God madeit that way. You wannaknow?ask
him!”, or some similar frustrated response.

“Why?’ isahigh order of questionit pointsour attentionin an expan-
sivedirection, but ultimately it isunanswerablein what wewould normally
think of as satisfying terms. | like an answer that the great scientist and
member of the Theosophical Society (TS) Rupert Sheldrake gave when
someoneasked him: “Why arethingstheway they are?’ Hisresponse, which
may sound clever, but istrue, was: “ Things are the way they are because
they weretheway they were.” The one arisesfrom the other. Maybeit is
not satisfying, but it is correct. It is also hopeful because it speaks of the
nature of our roleinthisworld. Thingsareasthey are, but any shiftinthat
status necessarily leadsto anew and different possibility.

“Why?’ isabeautiful question, but it isalso onethat isnot actionable
— we cannot trandlate it into behaviours or practices that can affect our
consciousness. So, the other order of questionsis—the*Who?’, “What?”,
“When?’, “Where?', “How?’ questions— beginning with“Whoam|17?’ I
we did not have some sense of identity it would be very difficult to func-
tioninthisworld, but are those identities that we are assigned and adopt
correct?Isthat, in fact, who we are? Some degree of examination of that
has an effect on us, and starts to drive us more deeply into other levels of
questioning.

“Whoam|?’,“What isthe nature of my current condition?” “How is
itthat | feel limitations?’ “How isitthat | feel fear?’ “What isthe nature of
thefearsthat | feel?” Those are questionsthat we can examineand that lead
usinto actions, practices that we can cultivate and apply. Ultimately, the
guestionsof “How do | addressthis sense of limitation, thisfeeling that |
am somehow not free, that | am confined, that there arelatent thingswithin
methat haveyet to be expressed?’ How do weinteract with that? Theseare
different levelsof questionsthat necessarily becomeapart of our process.
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Anyonewho proceeds along thisline of inquiry to any depth discov-
ersthat the answersare not found at the surface. Ultimately, thisdrivesone
into thefield that is spoken of asthe Ageless Wisdom, Theosophy, Divine
Wisdom, even Ancient Wisdom, although thelatter isnot synonymouswith
AgelessWisdom.

Ancient Wisdom has appeared in atime and place, hasaparticular
form, spoketo aparticular culture, it has been expressed, and is an aspect
of an ageless root that appears in every civilization or culture. It is the
AgelessWisdom wherewefind the possibility of answers. Aswe approach
thisbody of wisdom teachingswefind certain profoundidess. It beginsas
an idea, as a concept that speaks to us, because in some way it seemsto
touch upon thingsthat we recognize astrue within us. Perhapsit has never
been articulated, but powerful ideasthat can then become experiencesare
embodied inwhat we call theAgeless Wisdom.

Thereare certain fundamental principles, the most important anong
them being theideaof Onenessor Unity, that the possibility of separation
only existsin our imagination; so that isan ideathat we experiment with.
There is the idea that we are multi-dimensional beings. It is easy to ex-
press, but as we question and as we go deeper and explore these various
dimensionsof our being, it affectsus.

There isthe ideain this Ageless Wisdom tradition that there is no
empty space, that thisisanintelligent universein all of its parts. So there
isno place, no being, no thing that lies outside of thisuniversal conscious-
ness,; itisall expressive of it. Thisisanother ideathat we explore, leading
usin many profound and life-altering directions.

Thereistheideathat each of usisresponsible for our own unfold-
ment, for our impact on thisworld in which we live, and the people and
beings among whom we circulate. A beautiful little book, Theldyll of the
White Lotus, hasthis quotation: “ Each man ishisown absolute lawgiver,
the dispenser of glory or gloom to himself; the decreer of his life, his
reward, his punishment.” So the ideathat we are responsible for our un-
foldment, actions, and thinking is central to the AgelessWisdom tradiition.
Weareinvited to think about it and experiment, and to find our connection
with theseAgeless Wisdom truths.
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Most of uswould liketo feel comfortable. We are not seeking alot
of changes, particularly of aninner sort, because these can be very disqui-
eting, discomforting. Itis, however, one of the facts of any genuine spiri-
tual path that the process necessarily invites crises. Stripping away cher-
ished separativeidentitiesis not acomfortabl e experience.

When we ask “Who am |7’ there are certain things that we always
point to — gender, nationality, race, religion, and so on. These are ideas
that weimbibein youth, accept inlater life, and declare asour identitiesas
thingsgo on. With timewefind that these are severely limiting becausein
every casethey areonly relatively true, and they arein every case separa-
tive from others. Yet we come to regard these identities as our only true
self, and the challenge of “Who am |7?”, without these artificial designa-
tions, ismore than most choose to address. If we are going to be accurate
inlooking at thisspiritual path, just assoon aswefind ourselvesembracing
it, what we aredoing isembracing aprocesswherewe ourselves are engi-
neering criseswithinour inner lives.

Whether weareinvolved inaspiritua path or not, crisesare unavoid-
able, simply by virtue of thefact of birth. We are born, we grow, and any-
body knowsthat asweare growing up we haveall kinds of mental and emo-
tional crisesthat come along with that. Aswe get older, we take on posi-
tions, jobs, families, all levelsof responsibility. Asthings progress, if we
arefortunateto grow older, wefind that oneway or another thereisan on-
going series of losses that take place. One thing after another gets taken
away: our hair colour, our hair and teeth go away, our level of vitality goes
away, welosefriendsand loved ones.

It isaprocess of stripping things down to the barest essentials. At
some point we become awarethat beyond the body, the senses, jobs, friends,
families, and loved ones, the barest essential is consciousness. It alone
remains when all else disappears. We are identical in nature to universal
consciousness from which we have appeared, wearein avery true sensea
concentration, acentralization of theuniversa consciousnesswhichiswithin
usand around us. So whether consciously or unconsciously, wefind our-
selvesdrivento unfold thelatent powers hidden within us.
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H. P. Blavatsky (HPB) talked about the spiritual naturethat isinsepa
rablefromwho weare, but that it iscontinually hidden by the personality
— the body, emotions, and mentality that are continually active and throw-
ing up clouds blocking our experience of it. Every now and then we have
momentsof brief realization, but these occasional momentsof clarity come
and thenfade. In HPB’slanguage, in order to have any genuine experience
of the spiritual nature, we must learn to “paralyze the personality”. The
personality hasto be quieted, so that it no longer preventsthe expression
of the deeper nature.

When wego into thiswhole process of asking questions, living ques-
tions, going more deeply, there are certain tools that we find ourselves
reverting to, and thisisthe second thing that | would liketo discuss. The
toolsfor the spiritual life could be thought of as meditation, prayer, man-
tra, fasting, study, retreat, isolation.

Right now wefind ourselvesin an unusual and specific moment. In
the world around us today, many people are viewing it asatime of crisis
and discomfort, ashifting time. Aswith all intense and changing times, we
start to ask deeper questions. One of the thingsthat many people, particu-
larly those who have had somegrounding in aspiritual practice, areasking
themselvesis, given the enormity of the situation that seemsto be unfold-
ingintheworld, what isit that | cando?How isitthat | caninteract withthis
sceneinaway that can be most effective?

Something new hascomeinto theworld, avirusthat has never before
been seen inthe community of human beings. Thereare all sortsof social
dislocations that are occurring as aresult of this. Economic issues have
arisen. Socia issuesnot even apparently related to thisvirus have suddenly
arisen and takenlifein the planet asawhole.

TheAgelessWisdom has been present in pandemics beforethisone,
throughout wars, socia changes, climate changes, it hasawaysbeen avail-
able and present. Our need today isto learn to expressit. Thereisnofor-
mulafor this. Although thereisn’t aformulafor enlightenment, or to im-
mediately addressthe problemsin theworld, thereare very specific things
that we can do.
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| know peoplewho have had aprofound spiritual practicefor many
yearswho find themsel vesfeeling overwhelmed at thismoment, grieving
for aworld andway of living that seemslost. Theisolation that many wished
for in order to go more deeply intheir practice and inner life, hasbecome
aseriousburden. Sowhat isit that we do, what are the next steps? For our
purposes | want to talk about four areas. These are the thingsthat are not
confined to this crisis moment, but apply through every moment that we
areengaging withtheworld.

One of the timeless advices given is that we need to learn how to
experiment with quiet. We often speak of meditation practice, but tolearn
to experience and extend what we would call times of quiet on aregular
basisisespecially valuablefor thisparticular moment.

In recent yearsthe qualities and effects of meditation practice have
been scientifically investigated quite intensively; so much so that from a
scientific point of view the benefits of meditation practice are undeniable:
immune system strengthening, stressreduction, actually changesand modi-
ficationsof the brain’sstructurein very positiveways, awholelist of ben-
eficial effectsthat can be realized just with this practice of quieting the
mind.

Actual meditation is something deeper, different fromjust the prac-
tice, but the attempt to become quiet introduces usto deepening level s of
our own being. From quiet there is actually the possibility of a genuine
stillness, where all else falls away except that one focus of our practice
moment.

Thenthereisasothepossibility of areal silence, where everything
related to the mind, to ourselves, disappears, and wefind ourselvesactually
experiencing genuine meditation, which exceedsthe biological effects of
meditation practice. It isamuch deeper level of realization, and deeper
level of power that can then flow through us and into the world. Thisis
something that isof constant value during any time— shifting times, cri-
sistimes, and times of peace and contentment. So regular experimentation
with quiet isvery important.
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We have spoken about the way that we are engineering crisesin our
livesby thiswhole practice, so wehaveto be ableto develop waysto ground
ourselves, to connect ourselvesin away that we are not overwhelmed. The
great spiritua saint, Nagarjuna, made the statement that “without the disci-
pline of protecting the mind, of what use are all other disciplines?” So
unlesswe can ground ourselvesin waysthat the stresses of normal life, and
theinner life, do not overwhelm us, then everything elsewedoisfor naught.

HPB was asked on one occasion, “What isit that is most important
for the study of Theosophy, or the degpening of the spiritual life? Shegave
avery interesting response, because she said that three sensesare required:
(1) common sense, (2) sense of humour, and (3) more common sense. So
many of these answers can seem cuteor clever, but common senseissome-
timesin very short supply, and isan extremely underrated quality.

Itisareflection of the much deeper capacity of intuition, or buddhi,
that perceivesrelationshipsand the natureinwhich al thingswork together.
Common senseisthat quality when applied to normal human rel ationships.
When we think about people who embrace aspiritual path the possibility
for imbalanceisenormous. So we haveto be ableto ground ourselves, and
wedo so by cultivating and exercising common sense.

It isnot uncommon in the community of spiritual practitionersthat a
sense of humour isundervalued. “ They can’t be serious’ isacommon reac-
tion. | have had the great fortune of having been associated with some pro-
foundly spiritual peoplefor short and long periods, butin every casel find
that those who are the deepest among them, always have the most culti-
vated sense of humour. Even during the most profound spiritual teachings
the Dalai Lamaawayshas something that isfunny to say.

One of the great disciples of the Buddha, Sériputra, made the com-
ment that “samsaraisafarce” . Samsara, therepetitive cycle of going from
ignoranceto birth and suffering, to death, and to rebirth, is so filled with
contradictions that to a person who seesit, it has an absurd humour. It is
enormously helpful to seeand be ableto laugh at theincongruities between
what we have accepted asreal, and what isreal.
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Thethird thing that | want to talk about isthat within each of usthere
isacapacity to heal, not just heal ourselves, and not just focusing on the
healing of others, but healing in the sense of wholeness, to be whole.
Whenweareinvolvedinaprocessof healingweareinvolved intheresto-
ration of wholeness. M ost often what people arelooking for with healing
istherestoration of what they would deem asnormalcy: “What was normal
for me, | just want it back, because some condition, health wise, psycho-
logically, financially, socialy, has affected that.”

Krishnamurti oncesaid: “Itisnosign of healthto bewell-adjusted to
aprofoundly sick society.” To be normal intermsof amisguided view of
reality isnot asign of health. What wefind isthat anyone who genuinely
workswith, or embracesaspiritual path, becomesahealer. Wherever such
aperson goestheir presence restores asense of wholeness, security, safety,
and freedom from disease. When we make thisamatter of importancein
our practice, it becomesintensified.

| remember very well apast President of the TSin America, Dora
Kunz. Sheand DoloresKrieger werethe onesresponsiblefor bringing the
Therapeutic Touch healing method into theworld, and teaching it to many
thousands of nursesthrough nursing schools. The processthat shedescribed
wasavailableto everyone, but it beginswith what shedescribed as* centring”,
drawing within to some centre of quiet. Regularly introducing ourselves
into an atmosphere of quietiswhereit begins.

Then comestheintention to heal. That isalittle bit tricky, because
very often peoplethink that thereis some sort of personal element to this
healing process— that “1” am going to heal. Theideaisthat weintend to
become available for the energies that are ever-present around us to be
ableto flow in the manner that restoreswholeness. With time and practice
welearn to direct the energies, but at no time do we heal. We simply be-
comeavailableto the healing energiesat ever degpening levels. Itisaways
beneficial to the recipient, but also a benefit to us because we become
familiar with the flow of these ever-present energiesand learn to remove
our personality from the process.

Themost fundamental principle of the AgelessWisdom, and the pri-
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mary focus of any genuine practiceisadeepening of our understanding and
experience of Unity. Whether we nameit Unity, Oneness, interdependence,
or interconnection, theimportanceisan ever growing capacity to experi-
ence the state of non-separateness from one another, or really from any-
thing.

Thisissomething that beginsasathought. Aswe go moredeeply into
it, particularly in our times of quiet, there will be instances when we will
find that our long accepted separative boundaries dissolve, even if only
momentarily.

I n ateaching on meditation which HPB gaveto her Inner Group to-
ward theend of her life, her first advicewas: “First conceive of Unity, by
expansionin Space.” Thistechnical advice attemptsto generate some con-
ception of Unity by the experienceinimagination of an unending expan-
sion into alimitless space. Unity isthe basis of al strength, connection,
power, and understanding. To deepen theideal of Unionismost important.

These are turbulent timesin which long held structures and beliefs
arebeing challenged; where requests are shifting to demandsfrom the natu-
ral and the social world. Although we may not normally seeit this way,
these are timeswhen we should be thankful to bealive. All of the surround-
ing uncertainty, fear, and upheaval are forcing the human family to look
more deeply. It isatime of enormous creative potential when we are re-
quired to bring something new into the world — new in the sense of an
agelessbut asyet unfulfilled way of relating to each other and our shared
environment.

For those of uswho are actively connecting more deeply with our
shared wellspring of power and love, thereisawork for usto do — the
work of exemplifying anew possibility, of being fully present to astiliness
that allowsahealing wisdom and lifeto makeitself knownintheworld. We
do not need to know, or pretend to know, the answers.

Commit and livethe questions.

(Courtesy: The Theosophist, Sept. 2020)
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MARY LUTYENS

RECOLLECTIONSOF MRSBESANT

| first met MrsBesant inthewinter of 1923. | wasjust fifteen and my
mother had offered methe opportunity of going with her to Indiaalthough
it would mean leaving school for part of theAutumn and following January
terms. In spite of being very happy with the day school | attended in Lon-
don, | chose Indiawithout hesitation. Asit turned out, | never went back to
school at al. We set off together in aP& O ship from Marseillesin No-
vember and arrived in Bombay inthe middle of December wherewe stayed
for afew daysin great stylewith a Theosophist, Ratansi Morarji, acotton
merchant with abeautiful house on Malabar Hill. We then proceeded with
himto Benares, two nightsand aday by train, where the Theosophica Con-
vention was being held that year. We stayed with him in the Mahargja's
luxurious guest house and were invited to have teawith Mrs Besant that
afternoon at her house, Shanti Kunj.

| had, of course, heard agresat deal about Mrs Besant, whom my mother
had first metin England in 1910, the year my mother wasdrawn to Theoso-
phy. My father had also met her then and they had got on extremely well
together. My mother met her again the following year when she brought
Krishnamurti and hisbrother Nityato England for thefirst time, and it was
then that she asked my father to design the proposed new Theosophical
Headquartersin Tavistock Square. Alas! thisbuilding was never finished
for the Society. Mrs Besant and my father fell out over her insistence on
employing only tradeunionlabour. My father wroteindignantly to my mother
. 1 do not think it right to ask aman his political tenets before giving him
work to which my mother replied that he must reconcile himself with the
fact that trade unionshad cometo stay. The unfinished building was sold to
the British Medical Association after the War, and my father completed it
for themin 1924. It is till their headquarters.

MsMary Lutyensisthe daughter of the famous architect Edwin Lutyensand Lady
Emily Lutyens. She knew Krishnamurti from her childhood and iswell known for her
book Krishnamurti. The Years of Fulfilment.
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My mother had been in Indiathe year before. Sheand | went there
together. That would have been thewinter of 1921 or 1922. 1921 wasthe
year that Krishngji and Nityareturned to Indiaafter nine consecutiveyears
in England and France of being educated, and my mother had been thrilled
to stay with them and Mrs Besant at Adyar. My mother was convinced that
shehad beenan Indianinapast life, so happy and at homedid shefedl there.
Intruth, she had lived there from the age of twottill six when her father was
Viceroy. 1921 was also the year that Mrs Besant was given an Honorary
Doctorate by the Hindu University in Benares. Sheliked thereafter to be
called Dr. Besant. Krishngji dwaysreferred to her asthat. But Mrs Besant
seems much more natural to me.

| was extremely nervous at the thought of meeting Mrs Besant that
afternoon at Shanti Kunj, especially as| wasanyway very shy. Dressed all
in white she came out to greet us, and when my mother introduced me she
held my hand between both her own and pressed it warmly and looked at me
with eyes so brimming with love and such abeautiful smilethat from that
moment | would have died for her. | can truthfully say that sheisthe only
woman | have ever hero-worshipped. | was surprised to find that shewas
much shorter than | expected, for | was certainly astall if not taller than she
was. She had such a stupendous presence, however, that | soon lost that
impression. Being agreat advocate of women'’s educati on she was shocked
tofindthat | had left schoal, if only for two half terms, aswe then thought,
and shemade out alist of booksfor meto study which we could order from
Madras. To my everlasting gratitude one of those bookswasWells (?) Short
History of theWorldin alarge, illustrated edition. It became my bible.

From Benares we travelled with Mrs Besant in the same compart-
ment to Madras. Sheawaystravelled with ateabasket and insisted during
the journey in making her own teaon aspirit lamp in spite of having her
own bearer who did all the cooking in the shower room leading out to the
large compartment. Thesetrains had no corridors and the servantswould
popinand out at every station we stopped at fromtheir own carriagesat the
back of thetrain, which | was shocked to see contained no more than wooden
benches. The train often stopped seemingly at the whims of the engine
driver. Weall travelled with our own baggage roll and the servantswould
comeinto make up the wide bunkswith our own bedding.
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Krishngji and Nityawerenot in Indiathat winter. They wereat Ojai in
California, but they had lent ustheir own room at Adyar at thetop of theHQ
building with themost perfect view from their varandaover thewideAdyar
River, whereit joinsthe sea. And wefound alovely welcoming letter from
Krishngji awaiting usand wishing that wewereall together again aswe had
been that summer intheAustrian Tyrol. We al so had the services of hisown
bearer, acharming young man called Vel u. | thought Adyar the most beauti-
ful placel had ever seen, although | had travelledin Austria, Switzerland and
Italy.

We did not see much of MrsBesant whileweweretherefor shewent
into Madras early every morning to the office of the daily newspaper she
had started and edited, New India. She was accompanied by her assistant,
B. ShivaRao, who wasl|ater to become amember of Parliament. | met him
in Benares, wherewe had made friendsand heremained avery closefriend
of mine until his death. When we did see Mrs Besant at teain her own
drawing roominthe Headquartersbuil ding shewas anxiousto know whether
the books we had ordered had arrived, and she arranged for me to have
botany lessonsfrom another delightful Indian friend living at Adyar, Rama
Rao, norelation, | think, of ShivaRao.

We were miserable when we had to leave Adyar after amonthto go
and stay with my father who was designing New Delhi. He would spend
every winter there except for two years during the War when all building
stopped, from 1912 until 1931, when *Viceroy’sHouse', asit wascalled,
wasopened. But what was much worsethan Delhi, where at |east we had our
own large bungal ow, was having to stay for afew nightsontheway at gov-
ernment House, Cal cutta, because my mother’s brother, Lord Lytton, was
then Governor of Bengal. The great comfort was that Mrs Besant stayed
therewith us.

My unclewas extremely sympatheticto Indian Home Rule. Whereas
my aunt was aMemsaheb to top all Memsahebs, and expected everyoneto
curtsy to her. Such acontrast to the wife of the Viceroy at that time, Lady
Reading! | wasamazed how a most reverentia MrsBesant wastothe Lyttons.
| felt it should have been the other way around. But then shewas an ardent
royalist and never wanted abreak between Indiaand England, but only Do-
minion Statusfor India.
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It was on the occasion of thisvisit to Calcutta that Mrs Besant, on
arrival, swept to the ground in afull curtsy in front of one of the ADCs,
mistaking him for the Governor. Asmy mother wrotein her autobiography,
Candlesin the Sun, ‘It isto my mind the measure of Mrs Besant’s great-
nessthat she wasthe only person present who was not in the least embar-
rassed by her mistake. Shewasfar too big aperson to mind being madeto
look foolish over littlethings .

Thefollowingwinter, when my mother and | werein Indiaagain, 1924-
25, MrsBesant stayed with usfor amonthin Delhi, attending the Legidla
tiveAssembly there on most days. My father wasin adifficult position as
an employee of the Government, but Mrs Besant was careful not to cause
himthedightest embarrassment while shewasthere. He called her ‘ naughty
Anni€e though not to her face, | think. However, hedid show her adrawing
he had made of her onacamel, with acaption ‘ Have you seen my sore? She
seemed thoroughly to enjoy thejoke.

| saw MrsBesant again at Castle Eerdein Holand, where Krishngji
held afortnight’s Gathering every summer before the Ommen Camp for
1926 up to the War. After the German occupation of Holland the campsite
became a concentration camp. Mrs Besant did not attend the Gatherings
but stayed at the Castle during the Camp, where Krishngji and afew others,
including myself, al so remained while everyone else moved on to the cam-
pus. She spent every day at the Camp, where she gave many talks. | found
her very much aged since she had stayed with usin Delhi. | discovered only
later that shewasalready gresatly troubled by Krishngji’sgradual break from
Theosophy and therole of World Teacher assigned to him by the TSlead-
ers. Yet her lovefor himand hisfor her never wavered. One of the greatest
of her many great qualitieswasloyalty. Her trust, once given, wasimpos-
sibleto shake, hence her terrible dilemmawhen shefound in thelast years
of her lifethat the peopl e shetrusted most were pulling apart inirreconcil -
abledirections. It wastoo much; and when shefailed to reconcilethem her
mind gaveway.

| feel myself blessed beyond all measurefor having known her.
(Courtesy: The Theosophist, December 1993)

448/ THE INDIAN THEOSOPHIST, Oct./ 2020



SHIKHARAGNIHOTRI

THEHOMING SIGNAL: WITHIN

Beforewe go into the subject of WITHIN, let usbriefly try to under-
stand what isHoming Signal WITHOUT. What doesit signify in our mate-
rial/objectiveworld?

| came acrossthisword for thefirst time about 20 years ago during
my professional studiesand then later whileworking on the ships. Asyou
may have heard or know that working on the ships has always been very
adventurous aswell asdangerous. But with years of learning and experi-
ence and advancement of technol ogy, the working conditionson the ships
have a so evolved and madeal ot safer for the people on the ship, especially
in the case of emergencies. One such improvement or aspect of safety is
that there is a small boat provided on the ship, which is called lifeboat,
which can be separated from the ship in case of emergencieslike fire on
board or ship sinking dueto collision with another ship etc.

S0, in case of emergency, whichisgoing out of control and thepeople
haveto leavethe ship, everyonegetsin thelifeboat, launch thelifeboat in
the water. But what next? How are they going to be rescued? — Because
with limited amount of resourcesat hand (Ration /Diesel), inthe middle of
the ocean, what can they do?

The only means of rescuing them isthat if someone knows about
their statusand location. So, for thisthereisan equipment provided inthe
boat called EPI RB which sendsthe signal to the satellite and the satellite
sends this signal to the rescue centre/team. But the limitation with this
signal isthat it does not give an accurate position of the boat due to the
constant movement of the boat and theinterferencein thesigna dueto the
waves of the ocean but an area.of about 20 sq km where the boat can possi-
bly be. Itisabigareaand it isquitedifficult to locate the boat in thisarea
and here comesthe use of another equipment provided inthelifeboat called
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SART, which sends a signal to the rescue team directly (Line of sight)
when itisin the range of about 15-20 km. This difference can be under-
stood between calling a person by voice and pointing the flash light to-
wardsthe personin the dark. When someone callsusin the dark, we know
the genera direction from wherethevoiceiscoming but not the location
of the person. But when someone points aflash light towards us, we can
know the exact location of the other person.

And following this signal the rescue team pin points the peoplein
distressand homesinto thelifeboat and savesthem. Thissignal iscalled
theHoming Signal. The signal that “ L eadsoneHome”.

Inadditiontothis, if wetakeaglance over animal kingdom, we come
to know that many specieshavethisability to tracetheir way back to their
Home or Point of Interest even if they are shifted by agreat distance. Some
of the best known examples of powerful homing ability are birdsand rep-
tilesespecially Pigeons, Salmon fish and seaturtles. Similarly, howlingis
a vocal homing signal that guides members of the pack home.
Domesticated dogs express asimilar call to their loved ones, signalling
them to come home.

That iswhat we know about the homing signal in our material/objec-
tiveworld. But what isthe purpose or reason of discussing thistechnical
thing here, in our discussion about Inner Life? The only reason that | feel
appropriate, isto REFRESH in our minds, because| am sureall of usare
already aware of thefact that whatever we seeor havein theouter worldin
whatever form, it hasitsroots/inspiration/prototypein theinner world and
we all must be aware of the fundamental fact that whatever iswithin, is
reflected without. All our reactions and responsesto our environment are
the reflections of our inner state of being. Just like apoet, achild and an
astronomer react differently on seeing the moon. Onemay find it romantic
and write apoem about it, one may think of it asashining toy, while the
other can only think of it asaglobewith nolifeetc. The object isthe same
but thereactions are different dueto differencein inner state of mind.

Similarly, if welook around carefully, wewill find that the working
principles behind every materialistic invention is somehow related to or
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inspired by somehidden (or visible) processin Nature. And avery smple
exampleinthiscontext isthe Law of Septenary about which HPB talksso
frequently in her writings.

Isitjust aco-incidenceor adivine order that the number of Planes of
Existence or States of Consciousness or days of week or Notesin music
or colours of the visible spectrum or bodies of human being or chakrasin
the body or layers of skin (as per Ayurveda) are seven. And weweredis-
cussing about thisin our lodge's meeting when one of the memberswhois
related withthefield of I T shared, that the Open Systems | nter connec-
tion model (OSI model) in acomputing system has seven layer stoo.

And thisisthe beauty of LIFE or EXISTENCE that, if we havethe
eyes, wecan seethat underlying“HARMONY & ORDER”, whichisoften
caled” Divinity” by the Spiritudistsand“COSMOS’ by the scientists, work-
ing everywhereinthismanifestation, irrespective of the differencesat the
superficial level. But to see that, we need to apply thisfaculty of oursin
daily lifewhich hasthe capacity to perceive this substratum of Divinity/
Consciousness everywhere and then only wewill beableto fulfil thefirst
objective of theTSwhichisUniversal Brotherhood of Humanity.

And so, thinking along these linesthat the outer isthe reflection of
theinner, itisvery natural to havethecuriosity that if we havethisworking
principle of Homing Signal in the objective/material world to save people
in distress then there must be asimilar system in our inner lifetoo. This
curiosity naturally givesbirth to acouple of questionslike:

i) What isthisHoming Signal in our inner life?

ii) If thereissomething like that within, then how isit related to our
daily life? And what isitssignificancein taking the next step in any aspect
of our life, beit Personal, Social, Financial, Spiritual ?

Because first of al, thereisno use of studying philosophy or lofty
principlesif they cannot beimplementedindaily life. And secondly, aswe
just discussed, the Homing signal is something that takes one Home, it
enlightensthe path or if not the path, then at | east the next step whichisthe
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most important thing to know because not only does it determine the di-
rection but also that isall what we need in the present moment. If we have
ever experienced afoggy day when we can only see a couple of metres
ahead and rest all covered with fog, what do wedo in such asituation? Do
westop walking until thefogislifted or do wetake couple of stepstowards
our destination and what do we realize then?We realize that now we can
seeacoupleof metresfurther ahead, that we can walk and likethiswekeep
going and if we keep waiting till all the fog islifted, we may miss some
important opportunitiesinlife. So, itisonly the next one step at atimethat
isimportant, whichisindicated by thehoming signal.

iii) What isthe Nature of thissignal? What isthe mystery behind it
having the solutionto all our challengesinlife. Becauseif the philosophy
doesnot offer the solution to our problems or strugglesin daily lifethen it
isof nouse. Asthe Mahachohan saysin hisletter, “Tobetrue, religion and
philosophy must offer the solution of every problem”.

iv) Lastly, if thereissomething likethat within, how to comeintouch
with and remain in constant touch with it so asto haveaPEACEFUL &
HARMONIOUSL ife. But, probably wemay not beableto cover thispart
inthisarticle dueto the limitation of space.

o, first let ustry to find out what isthishoming signal within.

Duetothe sense of separ atenessand self-importance, very often
we think that out of the seven billion people worldwide, | am someone
special and my achievements/problems/character arevery special, differ-
ent and more significant as compared to others. But, there is no greater
fallacy than that.

Because having met a lot of people from different cultural back-
grounds and countries, we come to realize that the problems of everyone
aremoreor lessthe same qualitatively and the Human psycheand itswork-
ings& reactionsarevery similar al over theworld and each and every one
of usisfacing some challenge or atough situation or the other all thetime
wherewe have to make some decisions.
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What | meanto say isthat inthisocean of Life, every individual comes
across some situations and circumstances as per Karmawhere one hasto
make some decisions whether of commission or omission —— Beit a
relatively bigger decision of Career/Choosing aprofession/Marriage/ Ad-
herence to principles or compromising with them/ Relationshi ps/Finan-
cia or beit arelatively smaller day-to-day life issue of what to eat for
lunch or which dressto wear for work etc. Each such situation presents
itself toustotake adecision. At every step of our daily lifewe are continu-
ously taking such decisions, big or small.

Normally these decisions are easily taken with the help of themind
taking into consideration the material profit and loss of the decision that
we are going to make. If theindividual hasastrong desire for something
then heisguided by those desires not taking their consequencesinto ac-
count or hedecidesby being aslaveto theaready acquired habits, which
generally happens most of thetime.

But many timeswe are caught up in situationsthat we are not ableto
decidewith our mind what istheright thing to do. And wefedl utterly help-
less. Why? Because our mind isathing of the past, and instead of Wisdom
it isfull of memories of Past Experiences/ Prejudices & Conditionings
but LIFEisEVER NEW. It presentsnew challengesto usevery day or rather
every moment and we face them with amind that isold and so the mind
findsitself utterly incapable of aHolistic Solution. A Holistic solutionis
the onewhich isbased on the guidensreceived from one’s conscience and
whichisfor thewelfare of all becauseit hasitsrootsin the understanding
of Unity of Life.

And it isin such situations of indecision or dilemmathat we often
turn to someone whom we think has more Wisdom - to a guru, to some
book, to an astrologer or sometimeswe even try to escape from the situa-
tion by keeping ourselves busy in some sort of entertainment or shopping
or eating etc.

Normally we do not want such asituationin our lifewherewe haveto
taketough decisionsbecauseit bringsthemind under alot of stresswhereas
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the mind wants security and wantsto liveinitscomfort zoneand any situ-
ation that destabilizesthis comfort zoneis not welcomed by the mind.

BUT IN FACT, thisisexactly that valuable moment in which if we
remain silent, not escaping fromit, not fightingit, notindulginginit blindly,
just facing and observing the situation asit is, something happens. The ques-
tionis, What Happens? May beimmediately or not, but definitely, wereal-
izethat somesort of clarity hasarrived in our thought processfrom WITHIN.

But the Natur e of thisanswer/solution from within and theway in
which it dawnsupon usmay vary from person to person and from situation
to situation. But talking about the different waysfirst, out of which few
may have been experienced by many of usat some point of timeinlife, let
us try to understand them with some examples but at the sametimeitis
important to remember that we are only discussing the possibilitieshere:

i) It can beintheform of adream,;

All of usmust have studied about Mendleef and hisdiscovery of Pe-
riodic Tablein Chemistry. Dmitri Mendeleev was contemplating hard to
find alogical way to organizethe chemical elements. He had been thinking
about it for months. One day he wrote the names of the elements on one
side of the cards— one element on each card. And wrote the properties of
every element onitsown card. He saw that atomic weight wasimportantin
some way, but he could not find a pattern. He was convinced that he was
close to discovering something significant, Mendeleev moved the cards
about for many hoursuntil finally hefell asleep at hisdesk. When hewoke
up, hefound that A logical arrangement of the elementshad cometo himin
thedream. Helater wrote: “Inadream | saw atablewhereall the elements
fell into place asrequired. Onwaking up, | immediately wroteit downona
piece of paper.” And thus we got the document that we know as Periodic
table.

ii) It canbeintheform of avision;

Sri Aurobindo was a philosopher, yogi and anationalist. He joined
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the Indian National Movement for independence. During the strugglefor
freedom he was caught and put in solitary confinement in ajail, but was
released later when no evidence could be provided against him. But during
his stay in thejail, he had mystical and spiritual experiences. The most
significant wasthevision of Krishna Consciousness/Christosin every be-
ing and everything in the prison cell of the Jail; The central theme of his
visionwastheevolution of humanlifeintoadivinelife. It changed hislife
completely and heleft politicsfor spiritual work.

iii) It can bein theform of asudden understanding of anidea;

Archimedes was given the task to determine whether the crown of
thekingwasmadeof puregold or the goldsmith replaced some of thegold
with another metal . And because the crown was aholy object dedicated to
the gods, he could not disturb the crownin any way. (In modernterms, he
wasto perform non-destructivetesting). Archimedesthought long and hard
but could not find amethod for proving that the crown wasnot solid gold.
Andinthisstate of contemplation, when he entered the bathtub, he noticed
that water spilled over the edgesashe got in and he realized that the water
displaced by his body was equal to the weight of his body. And the idea
flashed in hismind that by using this method he could determine whether
the crown was of pure gold or not. Amazed with this solution he got so
excited that forgetting that he was undressed, he went running naked down
the streetsfrom hishometo the king shouting “ Eurekal Eurekal”

iv) It can beintheform of aninner voicegiving asmall hint, asubtle
thought or direction to work upon;

Weall know Dr. Annie Besant wascalled an Iron Lady or aDiamond
Soul for her contribution inthe direction of upliftment of human conscious-
ness. But earlier in her life, even she came across hardships to such an
extent that at one point of time she decided to end her life. She had abottle
of poisonin her hand. And as she was about to drink it she heard a clear
voiceof sterndisapproval, which saidto her: * O coward, coward, who used
to dream of martyrdom and cannot stand afew years of woe"*—-
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Sheinstantly threw the bottle out of thewindow and never forgot the
voice. It issaid that it was her Master’s voice, but who are the Masters
except thisInner Principlewhichiscommontoall existence. AsHPB writes,
“ Thelight of theHigher Self and of the Mahatmaarenot different from
each other.” 2

v) And lastly in some cases, thissignal can even be from without;

Now this sounds interesting and strange that we are discussing
here the homing signal within and how can it comefromwithout. In
fact it is the sign that comes from outside but the understanding
comes from within. And this sign, that we often call asa Sign
from the Naturemay betotally unrelated to our situation but
at thesametimetotally applicable: Itisinthiscontext | would
liketo sharean event from SiddharthaGautama'slife: For six years
Siddhartaand hisfivefollowerslived in silence and never | eft the
forest. They Drank rain water and had grains of riceand dropping of
ahbird asfood, trying to master the suffering by making the mind
stronger. One day Siddharthaoverheard an old musician on apass-
ing boat telling hisdisciplethat the string of Veenaor ute, the mu-
sical instrument, should not betoo tight otherwiseit will break; and
if itistoo slack then it will not be able to procedue any sound. It
must be tuned properly. Siddhartha suddenly realized that those
simplewordsheld great truth and during all theseyearshe had been
on thewrong path of extremes. With this new insight, Siddhartha
rose, revived himself with ameal brought by avillage girl named
Sujataand sat refreshed under the Bodhi tree to meditate with new
resolve. And thusthe Buddhawasborn. And asaresult we see that
the noble eightfold path which isalso called the middle path is
given by Gautama.

These are some of the possiblewaysthat | could think of.
Now, coming to the Nature of thissignal fromwithin, mostly it has

two attributes:
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Firstly, one can observethat very often thissolutionisquiterevolu-
tionary or contradictory to the set pattern of the mind and aslong as the
personisin that meditative state of being it seems so simpleand practical
that it isimpossibleto doubt it. But the moment that state of Communion
ispassed and we come out of our silence, the prejudices and conditionings
of the (lower) mind CLOUD our thinking again, and create alot of imagi-
nary obstaclesin carrying out this solution because the mind alwayswants
towork within the already established framework that it has created, beit
of Religion/Caste/Creed/Social Norms etc. and to do the“OUT OF THE
BOX THINKING" or “TO SEE THE BIGGER PICTURE", onehasto have
an OPEN MIND, clear from prejudices. But since mostly thisis not the
case and our lower natureis so strong that so many creative and good sug-
gestiong/ideasfrom within each oneof us, are suppressed by SEL F-DOUBT,
FEAR OF SOCIETY, FEAR OF FAILURE and remain at thelevel of thought
only and rarely get implemented.

But, there are exceptionsto thistoo because with thisanswer comes
the“ CONVICTION & COURAGE” too. Theconviction that what | am do-
ingisright and the courageto stand alone even if the whole world stood
against me. Whichisavery familiar quality of most of theleaderswho are
caled“MADMAN?” inthebeginning, only to benamed as“VISIONARY”
few decadeslater, when their vision starts manifesting itself. But this con-
victionistotally different from the stubbornness of arigid mind, born out
of the selfish motive of self-profit. So, those who are not ableto overcome
their lower nature, they gradually losetheir accessto thissignal and those
who are ableto overcometheir lower nature and follow thisinner call gets
more and morein syncwithit.

Thisisthat homing signal from our Spiritual-Ego that guides usto
takethe next step by taking into account the bigger picture, which throws
the Light on the Path, which isthe Voice of the Silence or so many other
namesthat can be given or aready given to thisinherent faculty in human
beingswhichis“INTUITION or PRAINA (Buddhism) or DIRECT PER-
CEPTION or WISDOM or INSIGHT".
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And aswejust discussed that it isnot just for spiritual life but also
theworldly lifethat it holdsall the solutions becausein reality thereisno
distinction between Spiritual and Materid life. Thereisonly ONE LIFE. It
isonly the approach of theindividual that countsthat ismaterial or spiri-
tual.

But, at the same time it isimportant to mention that thisis not the
hunch or the gut feeling or the sixth sense as normally misunderstood,
which could be dueto ESP, which belongsto the personality (Brain/Emo-
tions/Lower mind) and may haveasurvival value (sensing adanger). Itisa
faculty that human beings sharewith many animalswhichiscaled“ Ingtinct”.
Itisalso not precognition whichisaform of clairvoyance, lower thanintu-
ition (which HPB callsas Spiritua/Divine Instinct).

Intheosophical literature, intuitionisafaculty foundin Buddhic con-
sciousness, the sixth principle about which the Mahatma says, “ Fathom
the nature and essence of the sixth principle of the Universe and Man
and you will havefathomed the greatest mystery in thisour world—and
why not — areyou not surrounded by it?"3

ItistheAnandmayaKosa, as per Vedanta, which meansit isbeyond
mind and thisisthe difference between the working of the mind and intu-
ition. And thismay bethereason that it isdifficult for astudent of western
psychology to understand I ntuition because for him Mind isthe ultimate
tool of understandingin ahuman being. But if we see carefully, Mind works
based on the sensations collected by various senses and by organizing the
images formed on the basis of such sensations, but the intuition is direct
perception (by being onewith the object). A faculty that perceivesimmedi-
ately the underlying relation between forms or unity in diversity. Like
switching onthelightinaroom andin aflash weknow everything about the
room instead of going around with closed eyes.

That iswhy many timeswe hear the statement, “ Follow your heart” or
“Think from your Heart” because aswe study in theosophical literature,
heart isthe spiritual centrein the body.
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But again thereisaword of caution too. Because such isnot always
the case. Very often what we think to be our Intuition, turns out to be yet
another form of our desires and prejudices, impersonating as Intuition. If
oneisaware of one’'s own thought process, it can easily be seen how our
likes/dislikes & prejudices affect the smallest of our actions.

So the question arises, how to differentiate between the two? Of
coursethereisno such scale or benchmark or black and whitelineto dis-
tinguish and each & every personisacomplex and uniqueindividual, so
each one hasto find out for oneself by trial and error, but there are few
possibleindicationsor pointers (athough not always applicabl€) which can
be applied to seeif what we haveisIntuition or Impulse (of desire)/Whim:

1) Delay: AsAnnie Besant says, “ Calm consideration is necessary,
and delay isessential; animpulsediesaway under such consideration and
delay; anintuition growsclearer and stronger under such conditions; calm-
ness enablesthelower mind to hear it”. Impul se getsweaker with time but
Intuition grows stronger.

2) Conviction or Stubbornness: With Intuition comes conviction &
courage but along with an open mind (Ready to receive advice and instruc-
tion) whileimpulseisstubborn and initsblind pursuit of self gratification,
it does not hesitate in harming othersfor itsown apparent benefit.

3) Patienceor Frustration : Intuition does not get frustrated or dis-
couraged even when there is failure or long waiting period but there is
irritation and frustration when impulseisnot fulfilled or meetsfailure.

4) Holisticor Selfish: If itisintuitionthenit will lead to the greater
good of everyone but selfish impulse can only think of personal benefit.

These arefew possibleindications and there may be more. But, basi-
cally, one has to study oneself to find out the truth for oneself. Which is
actually studying the book of life and whichis meditation too.

But all thisdiscussion would beincompleteif wedo not dwell alittle
deeper into the Nature of thisfaculty that isINTUITION becauseit isnot
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theword that isimportant but the understanding that we have of that word.
And for this purpose, we are going to use acouple of statementsor quotes
tounderstand it in abetter way:

1) Inwordsof Yogi Sri KrishnaPrem, “Buddhi istheintuition which
graspsall connectionsand grants us the vision of wholeness. The buddhi,
thenisthevision which seesthe pattern of thewhole and which, therefore,
being ableto take account of thewhole, is pre-eminently the charioteer of
the psyche. When the chariot isdriven according to the dictates of buddhi,
no harm can ever cometo it, for it will be drivenin the spirit of Cosmic
Harmony, in which there are and can be no mishap”*

Thisstatement hasmany aspectstoit. First being thevision of whole-
nessthat intuition grasps. Which actually implies the witness conscious-
ness or choicel ess awareness because until and unlesswe act asan impar-
tial witnessto ascenario/situation, weareaparty toit and aslongasweare
indulging in asituation at apersona psychological level, we can never have
the integrated vision but only fragments of the whole picture. And with
integrated vision only we can seeclearly.

2) And maybethat iswhy HPB says, “ It istheonly faculty by means
of which men and thingsare seen in their truecolours’®

Thisisavery interesting statement from HPB and when dwelled upon,
it gives us an insight into our interaction with others. Because we rarely
interact with others. | am not saying we do not meet others but we do not
actually meet the person weintend to meet. And thelogic behind it isthat
Havewe ever thought how many peopl e are therewhen two persons meet?.
Going by logic there are six entities present when two persons meet:

i) Theimage of the other person that | havein my mind
ii) My imagein themind of the other person
iii) Theimagethat | have about myself in my mind

iv) Theimagethat the other person has about himself in hismind
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v) Thepersonwho | really am
vi) Thepersonwho theother redly is....

Andthat isthereason that werarely meet someone at adeeper level.
But oncethe prejudices and conditioning of the mind are transcended, the
perception by Intuition comesinto play and it isnot mere communication
between the two but acommunion without any pretensions or barriers of
themind.

3) And adding another dimension to thisexplanation, the Master KH
toAPS, “It wasnever theintention of the occultistsreally to conceal
what they had been writing from the earnest determined students,
but rather lock-up their information for safety-sake, in a securebox,
the key to which isintuition”®

Very often we find that most of the spiritual literatureis clouded
with symbolism or allegories or metaphysics. And we are not able to un-
derstand thereal meaning of thewords (mentioned in Puranas of Hindu or
Bibleof Christiansor Quran of Muslimsetc.) and going by theliteral mean-
ing we see that so many super stitions, inhuman customs and bigotry
havecrept inreligion and thelargest bloodshed till date has happenedin
the name of religion which paradoxically issupposed to bind everyoneto-
gether with the thread of Love and Brotherhood. But the same scriptures
when contemplated upon and read in thelight of intuition, everything falls
initsplacegiving theview of thefull pictureto the student about hisown
religion and aHindu becomes a better Hindu, a Christian becomes abetter
Christian and a Muslim becomes a better Muslim. And at the same time
those mysteriesare kept safe and secured from the hands of thosewho are
not yet ready to receivethem.

Last but not theleast, Adi Shankaracharyain Vivek Chudamani
(Crest Jewel of Wisdom) explainsin avery simpleway when he saysthat
Intuition or Prajnaisthat faculty that enables oneto realize unity of indi-
vidual self touniversal self. That itisastate of non-duality anditisinthat
state of being, nothing else but divine WILL shall manifest. Itisthe same
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state of which J. Krishnamurti talks about when the Observer becomesthe
observed and thereisno dudlity.

Andthisisexactly thereason that it hasthe solution for al our prob-
lems because the one source of al evil or problemsis the duality or the
sense of separateness.

And this separatenessis created by the mind so the solution must be
at a higher level than the mind. As Einstein says, “We cannot solve
our problems withthesame level of thinking that created them.”

And the moment we get closer and closer to BUDDHIC CON-
SCIOUSNESS, we get closer to sense of unity, of universality and themind
made barriers begin to fal, the vision begins to clear, the love begins to
blossom, the compassion beginsto flow and although the challenges still
be there but now we know what to do and that bringshappinessand j oy.
Assays Master KH, “Happy is he whose spiritual per ceptions ever
whisper truth tohim”” And probably from thiswisdom only thefollow-
ing idiom has taken birth “To put (oneself) in (someone else's) shoes”
basically to imagine oneself in the situation or circumstances of another
person, so asto understand or empathize with their perspective, opinion,
or point of view.

Andthisfaculty iswithinall of usasLOTPsays, “ Within you isthe
light of theworld, theonly light that can beshed upon thePath. If you
are unable to perceive it within you, it is useless to look for it else-
where.”

By studying all the aforementioned statements one can very clearly
observe that thisisthe faculty that is going to have the most significant
roleinthefunctioning of theNEXT GENERATION EVOLUTION whichis
termed asthe Sixth sub Race of the 5th RR and the 6th Root Race of Hu-
manity and the first and the third objects of TS point out in thisdirection
whichisuniversal Brotherhood based on the realization of non-duality and
not merely verbal/intellectual in nature and the powers of Love, Wisdom,
Compassion latent in ahuman being.
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But thisleaves us with an even moreimportant question, whichis,
how to perceive that light or the homing signal, the HOME in this case
being the Universal Self whence everything comes in the beginning of
Manifestation and whither everything goes at the time of Dissolution. But
Dueto limitation of spaceat present, we may discussit at some other time
if needed.
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Only when a man isguided by an interior com-
pulsion, the divine law within, can he afford to
dispense with the compulsion of outer law.

ANNIE BESANT
NEWINDIA, 19-2-1916
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NEWSAND NOTES

Bombay

Kaladisha and Jyoti Lodge TS Goregaon, in Association with the
Bombay Theosophica Federation, launched Dhammapada’ Katha' & ‘ Gatha'
on 30 July 2020 on Jio Meet.

Bro. Taral Munshi of Jyoti Lodge crystallized hisdream of spreading
Theosophy from Jyoti Lodge with creating * Mann Vijay Kare' You Tube
channel to present Dhammapada‘ Katha' & ‘Gatha’ in Hindi with English
titles. Dhammapadaisacollection of storiesastold by Lord Buddha. Shri
Hrishikesh Sharanji has translated the stories in English and Hindi with
picturesfrom original book in Pali language. All the stories have * Gatha’
(Shlok) and ‘ Katha' (Story). Each story with title has Updesh (Teaching).

These storiesarerecited in avery involved manner by Taral Munshi
andArchanaMunshi. All theWarli paintings used to tell storiesare done by
ArchanaMunshi. Thisis Edited and Directed by Taral Munshi.

Atthelaunch, BTF President Bro. Vinayak Pandyacongratulated Bro.
Taral Munshi for hisperseverancein creating aplatformto share Theoso-
phy. Shri Hrishikesh Sharan in Ashirvachan said, ‘ If one has a chanceto
read only onebook in Life—itisDhammapada’ . National Lecturer Shri U.
S. Pandey wished that may this be a blessed beginning of spreading The-
osophy through YouTube. Dr. Ajay Hora, Sis. Urvi Hora, Bro. Navin Kumar,
Sis.Aban Patel and Sis. Mahazaver Dalal wished al the best to Bro. Taral
Munshi and hiswife Sis. ArchanaMunshi for spreading Theosophy beyond
Theosophical Society.

Homageto Nar Asho Jamshed Mehta

TOSMumbai Region had itsAnnual Programme on 1st August 2020
to pay Tributes to Great Theosophist Jamshed Mehta on his 68th Death
Anniversary. It wasaVirtual Programme on Zoom hosted by Bro. Navin
Kumar for TOS & TSBrethren. TOSPresident Sis. Thrity Dalal in herin-

464/ THE INDIAN THEOSOPHI ST, Oct./ 2020



troductory words shared extract from Sadhu Vaswani’s article on Jamshed
Mehta. Bro. Navin Kumar spoke about ‘ Jamshed Mehta & Theosophy’ .

Bro. Arni Narendran hailed * Jamshed M ehta s contribution to Karachi’
(wherehewasMayor for 13 years).Chief Invitee Ms. Shernaaz Engineer,
Editor of Jam-e-Jamshed Weekly spoke about ‘What we can learn from
Lifeof Jamshed Mehta' and urged to devel op valueslike compassion, char-
ity, reaching out despite crisisin life etc. astributesto him.” Sis. Silloo
Shroff, very elderly lady, in her sweet voice sang asong ‘ Tributesto Jamshed
Mehta composed by Sis. Jerbanu Patel. The meeting ended with a\Vote of
Thanksgivenby Sis. Thrity Dalal.

HPB’s189th Birth-Anniversay programmewas organized by Ukraine
Theosophical Society on 12 August 2020.

Prof. C. A. Shinde conveyed theinvitation of Mrs. SvetlanaGavrilenco,
General President of Ukraine Theosophical Society, to Brethren of India.
Itwasheld at IST 8.30 pm. Quiteafew from Indiahad joined. Prof. C. A.
Shinde was the speaker at the first session. Two more sessions were in
their language with English translation on Skype.

PANDEMIC OPENSVISTASOFTSMEETINGS

Themeeting of Blavatsky Lodgeisheld onevery Monday & Friday.
These areattended by Brethren of Vasanta, Jyoti, Vimadaa Bilia& Shanti
Lodge. Besides, inquirersinterested in Theosophy, members of other Fed-
erationsand inviteeslike Shri H. K. Sharan also attend it.

Thanksto BTF President Bro. Vinayak Pandyafor forwarding thein-
vitationsdueto which Brethren of Bombay have opportunitiesto attend TS
Meetingsof Lodgesin India& Abroad.

Delhi

Indraprastha L odge of Delhi Theosophical Federation conducts study
of 1.K. Timini’sbook ‘ Science of Yoga' on Sunday on Google Meet.

THE INDIAN THEOSOPHIST, Oct. / 2020 / 465

Gujarat
Rohit L odge of Ahmadabad organizestalksin Gujarati on Satur-

day on Google Meet. Bro. Zinoo Master wasinvited by the Lodge on 8th
August. He spokethere on ‘ Basic Theosophy'.

Reval odge of Vadodara holds meetingsin Gujarati on Sundayson
Google Meet. Theseare held on Sunday.

Kerala

Under the auspicesof AnanthalLodge, Trivandrum,
aGoogle Meet was organized on 23rd August 2020. The Speaker was Bro.
Pradeepkumar Mahapatra. Lodge's President Sis. Vrindapresided. Bro. K.
Dinakaran, Secy. K.T.F., introduced the speaker. The subject of
thetalk was"The  Journey of Life.”  Members from
different lodgesin Kerala, Indiaand ebroad attended the Meet. Br. Baga
co-ordinated the Meet.

Dr. V.P. Viswakumar also spokeonaGoogle Meet organized by
Annapoorni Lodge, Alleppey, on 23rd August and his topic was Rein-
carnation.

M.P. & Rajasthan

K eeping the upcoming Hindu festival Navratrain view, the Federa-
tion organized 2 days Session of Brother Shikhar Agnihotri. Thesewere
held on 22 and 23 August. The subject taken up was* Durga Saptashati in
the light of Theosophy”. The first part started with Bhumika of subject
followed by Introduction, Seven Planesand Bodies.

On the second day Bro. Agnihotri dealt with Durgasaptashati story
and symbolism as per Theosophy.

Classeswere conducted on Zoom Meeting chaired by the Federation
Secretary Dr Divyarth Dubey and thanks given to all the membersby Fed-
eration President Sister Kamal Mohnot.

Inal, 30 membersfrom different lodges of the Federation and other
statesparticipated init.
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Ratlam L odge organized orientation programme for NCC Students
on 28 August. It was conducted by Shri Sanath Vyasji and Chaired by Na-
tional Lecturer Shri Ashok L okhande. The subject selected for thisorien-
tation programmewas“ | mportance of Services To Humanity”.

Uttar Pradesh and Uttar akhand

On-Line Theosophical study andtalksin Hindi: On- linetheosophi-
cal study and talksin Hindi oncein every week continued to be organized
by the Federation. The themes covered during such on-line study and talks
held during August, 2020 were: “ The Beginnings of the Sixth Root-Race-
Conclusion”, “ Esoteric Aspect of Religions’, and “ Esoteric Christianity”.
Bro. U.S. Pandey spoke on these themes.

Besides members of this Federation, many members from various
other Federations of the Indian Section like those of M.P. & Rajasthan,
Gujarat, Delhi, Marathi, Bombay, Bihar, Utakal and Telugu Federation also
joined inthison-line programme.

Sis. SuvrdinaMohanty, Secretary PrayasL odge, Ghaziabad hasformed
aChildren’sclub. Sheregularly conducts programmefor the children on
basi ¢ principles of theosophy. During the monthsApril onwards, on-line
programme of study and meditation was conducted by her for children up
toage of 16 years.

Bro. Shikhar Agnihotri conducted oneinteraction session with the
children of thisclub on 08 Aug 2020. The subject taken up was ‘ Holistic
Hedlth'.

Itsweekly on-line meetingswere conducted on Sundays.

During a special session organized by Prayas Lodge for members
and children, Bro. U.S. Pandey delivered an on-linetalk onthetopic“ Prayer.”
It was held on 30 August. Members from several other lodges and also
from other federations participatedinit.

Duringitson-linemeetingsheldin July and August, Pragyal odge,
L ucknow, conducted study of two books “The Wisdom of Upanishadas
and“Practical Occultism”.
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Nirvan Lodge, Agra, organized thefollowing on-lineta ks/programmes
inAugust:

‘God and Religion’ by Km. Shreya Chaturvedi;  Significance of birth
of Krishna by Bro. H.K. Upadhyay; and ‘Zoroastrianism’ by Bro.
GK.Chaturvedi. Besides, aseminar on the ‘ First Object of Theosophical
Society, Universal Brotherhood: A reality or myth’ was organized on 27
August.

Bharat Samaj Poojawas performed on-lineby Bro. G, K. Chaturvedi
on 09.08.20.

The Lodges at Noida, and Chohan Kanpur continued on-line meet-
ings.
Guided Meditation: Two sessions of on-line group meditation was

conducted - one by Bro. Shikhar Agnihotri on 23 August and another by
Bro. U.S. Pandey on 28 August. Membersfrom other federationsa sojoined.

Smt. Madhu Mehrotraof Kanpur passed to peace on 12.08.20.

National L ecturer

Public Talk in awebinar on thetheme‘WhatisMAN? : Bro. U.S.
Pandey wasinvited to address students and faculty membersduring awebinar
onthetheme“WhatisMan?’ It washeld on 11 August and was organized by
TETSO College, Dimapur (affiliated to University of Nagaland).
Dr.Aniruddha Babar, the coordinating faculty member of the college, in-
troduced the speaker. About 25 personsincluding studentsand faculty mem-
bers of the institute, some members of theosophical society and others
also participatedinit. Bro. Pandey in hisaddress dealt with Man’sidentity
asoften described and understood differently by society, science, religious
scriptures, philosophies etc and above all by him/herself; pitfalls of such
description, Importance of the question -Who am |? and process of an-
swering it- by negation or contraction and affirmation or expansion; Man's
double and triple natures; Seven Principles- threeimmortal and four im-
mortal; Real man- theinner immortal Self and itsattributes; man’s position
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and roleinwhol e evolution; benefits of such knowledgeto individual and
the society; Man hasto become Human, Humane Human and Super human
or Perfect Man- as Co-worker and Co-director in progression of humanity
and all beings.

It wasfollowed by aninteractive sessioninwhich queriesraised by
the participantswere answered by the speaker.

This programme also hel ped in introducing some basicinformation
about theosophy and theosophical society to young students and general
public.

Toserveman, tohelp forward human evo-
lution, isalwaysanobleand an ennobling
aim, bethefield of effort what it may- po-
litical, mental, religious. For thisis the
supreme truth: that we are here for ser-
vice, not for self-aggrandizement, and that
the salvation of theworld isin the hands
of man.

ANNIEBESANT

“Theosophy and itsPractical Application”
The Theosophist, October 2006
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THE 145TH INTERNATIONAL CONVEN-
TION 2020 ON-LINE

Theme: Cycles of Awareness

The 145th International Convention of the Theosophical Society (TS)
will beafour-day on-line event, from 27 to 30 December 2020. TS mem-
bersand sympathizers are welcometo register for the program sessions.

PROGRAM

Each day isdedicated to regions of theworld having different time-
zones. Thiswill permit participantsfrom around the globeto attend at suit-
abletimes:;

27 December : Adyar, Asia, and the Indian Section Convention—1.
28 December : TheAmericas, with the Besant L ecture.

29 December : Europe, with the Theosophy-Science L ecture.

30 December : Asia, the Indian Section Convention— 11,

theInternational President’sPublic Lecture, and Closing.

REGISTRATIONAND PAYMENTS

Registering for the Convention is required and opens on 6 Octo-
ber. Registration with avoluntary feewill be madeon-lineviathe Conven-
tion website <tsconvention.com>. Any amount of contribution is most
welcome to help this event financially. No application form is required.
Relevant information will be sent automatically to the registered attend-
€es.

Registration fee: Atleast 10USD (10 EUR, or 500 INR in India)
isrecommended asavoluntary contribution.

Groups: If you plan to arrange a group to watch the program to-
gether, we appreciate if the Lodge, Section, etc. would contribute an
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amount to support thiseffort. One personin the group needsto register to
have accessto the on-line sessions.

CONTRIBUTIONSINADDITIONTO THE BASIC REGIS
TRATION FEE

From India: Remittanceby crossed chequeor bank draft should
be made payableto“ The Theosophical society”.

From Indiaand other countries: If remittanceisby onlinetrans-
fer, please send an email to the Convention Officer
(<tsconvention@gmail.com>) with the following details. Delegate
name(s), Bank name, amount, date of transfer, and transfer reference num-
ber.

For donation money transfer from India:
Account Name: The Theosophical Society

Bank Name: Indian Bank
Branch Name Adyar

BranchAddress: 41-42, First Main Rd.,
Gandhi Nagar, Adyar,
Chennai - 600 020

Bank A/CNo.: 4396-20551
IFSCode: IDIBOOOA 002 (0 = zero)
BIC/SWIFT-Code:  IDIBINBBTLT

For donation money transfer from Abroad:
Account Name: The Theosophical Society

Bank Name: HDFCBank Ltd.
Branch Name: Besant Nagar

BranchAddress: T-31, 7thAve.,, MG Rd.,
Besant Nagar,
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Chennai - 600 090
Bank A/CNo.: 50100248273283
IFSCode: HDFC0000010 (0 = zero)
BIC/SWIFT Code: HDFCINBB

Purpose of remittance: Donation

For any other queries please contact the Convention Officer by
email at: <tsconvention@gmail.com> or by Post: The Convention Of-
ficer, The Theosophical Society, Adyar, Chennai —600 020, India.

MarjaArtamaa, | nternational Secretary

Imagination has no place in meditation; it must be
completely set aside, for themind caught in imagina-
tion can only breed delusions. Themind must beclear,
without movement, and in thelight of that clarity the
timeless is revealed.

J.KRISHNAMURTI
COMMENTARIESON LIVING, (Third Series), p.10
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Proposed Amendmentsto The Constitution
September — 2020

No.

3.

Page Current
No. Words
21,11-22-  Secretary
b(iii)

The busi-
ness of the
Council
shall be
transacted

Either in
meeting or
by circula-
tion to
members.

23,11-28

24,11-37- Assistant
@ Secretary

Proposed
Words
Vice-Presi-
dent

Thebusiness
of the Coun-
cil shall be
transacted ei-
ther in meet-
ing or by cir-
culation to
members.
The meeting
may bein per-
son or
through re-
corded video
conferencing.
In both cases,
a majority
is...

Secretary

Justification

Thisisthe person who
will work as President
in the latter’s absence.
Most Sections use the
word Vice-President.

Thisisrequired whenit
is not possible to have
an Indian Section Coun-
cil meet in person like
dueto COVID-19

Since the Secretary is
now Vice-President, we
can call Assistant Secre-
tary as Secretary.
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4. 34)V-5

5. 34,1V-5(h)

6. 34,1V-5(C)

7. 34,1V-5(f)

8. 34,IV-5 -
o(iii)

October September

Annual Mem- Annud Mem-

bership bership

Dues(IHQ Rs Dueg(IHQRs

22, Ind Sec Rs 15, Ind

64, Fed Rs 64) Sec 42, Fed

..... Rs150 43)
100

Married Couple Thiscategory

Dues per year pedeleted
(IHQRs33, Ind

Sec Rs 96, Fed
Rs96,) Rs 225

Dues of Life pgete
member (Com-

muted Dues to

Indian Section)

Rs 3000

Long term (15
years for mem-
bers)Rs 300

Sinceannua duesaretobe
paidinadvanceand thenew
year beginson October 1,
theduesfor that year must
bepaidin September.

These duesto be lowered
to attract more members.

The married couple cat-
egory creates maximum
confusionin record keep-
ing. Withonly 1 personin
membership dept., who
takes full administrative
responsibility also, it be-
comesvery difficult.

No. one informs when a
life member passes to
peace. The Section keeps
on showing large number
of members who have
passed to peace as current
members. Provision to
avoid paymentsevery year
isgiveninlV 9.

There should be no long
term subscription for 15
years. Members should
pay yearly with dues.
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9. 34, IV-5- Long term (15

a(iv)

10.34,IV-7

11.35,IV-9

years of non-
members) Rs500

Members
whose...till their
duesare

pad.

Commuted Dues.

(i), (ii) Any person....for

&10

the Section

12.36,IV -15 The Secretary of

theLodgeshall at
once notify the
President giving
the name and ad-
dressof themem-
ber. There upon
the President
shall register the
said member as
an Unattached
member, and col-
lect hisduesasan
Unattached mem-
ber.

Members whose...
till their dues are

paid.

Members not in
good standing will
havenoright to vote.

Any member may
deposit a large
amount asdues. Ev-
ery year the appli-
cable annual dues
will be deducted
from it if the mem-
ber writesabout it to
theFed. Sec. andthe
Indian Section.

The member of the
Lodge shall at once
notify the President,
giving hisname, ad-
dressand reason for
his non-payment of
Lodge dues. There-
upon the President
shall decidewhether
to accept the said
member asan Unat-
tached member, and
collect his dues as
an unattached mem-
ber.

There should be no
long term subscrip-
tion for 15 years.
Members should
pay yearly with dues.

This is already
there. It is only to
emphasize and fur-
ther clarify.

Source of great in-
accuracy in report-
ing our member-
ship. Nobody in-
forms after the per-
SoN passes to peace
and his name goes
onto show asacur-
rent member. By
paying advance
amount, member
doesnot haveto pay
every year but just
send instructions.

Many members
fight in the Lodge
and do not pay
Lodge dues. Some-
timesLodge Secre-
tary does not take
theduesof themem-
bers. Hence the
President should
decide whether to
accept such amem-
ber asan unattached
member.
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13. 36, IV-16 Any member

revival of his

membership.

Delete

14. 37,1V-17 Any member.... Delete

to the Fedel

ra-

tion Secretary

15. 41,V1-4- Blank
(c)

16. 41,V1-4- Blank
(d

Admission to member-
ship, whether attached to
alodge or centre, or un-
attached, shall be at the
discretion of the Presi-
dent and he shall refer to
the Executive Committee
of thelndian Section such
applications as are not
acceptableto him, for its
decision.

Therewill beno provision
for lifemembershipinthe
Lodge. Any life member
of the lodge may collect
what he had paid as life
membership from the
lodge Secretary, after
showing the Lodge Life
Membership Certificate
or Receipt.
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Thisis covered
in 36,15.

Thisiscovered
in 36,15.

Thisisrequired
for consistency
with what is
given on page
9,11-5¢

Thisisrequired
for consistency
with the cancel-
lation of Life
Membership of
Indian Section.



GOALS FOR — 2019-2020

Indian Section Headquarters

1. To conduct agoal setting meet at Varanasi for the Presidentsand
Secretaries of all the Federations.

2. To organize the 144™ International Convention from Dec. 31 to
Jan.5.

3. Toorganizefiveworkers' training campsinthe North, East, South,
West and Central India.

4. To conduct three-day Youth Camp at Varanasi from 04 to 06, Sep-
tember, 2020, with free board & lodging. Rs 500 for food and
Transportation will be borne by the Federation. Every Federation
will send at least three youth for this camp.

5.Toreprint at least ten more Theosophical Booksafter thesix done
last year.

6.To construct Amphitheatre with a capacity of 1200 for our four
educational institutions.

7.Toincreasetherate of generation of asurplusfromRs1 Croreto
Rs 1.5 Crore by October, 2020.

8.To organize to trandate the book “The Hidden Sde of Lodge
Meetings’ by C.W. Leadbeater in Hindi and Kannada. Get 200
copies printed in each language for the functioning of lodges as
requested by the Federations.

9. To organize a day-long National Level Orientation Seminar on
Theosophy — Science and Occultism for the Presidents and Sec-
retaries of al the Federations, just before the goal setting meet.

Assam Theosophical Federation

1. To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

2. Toarrangevisit to 15 Lodges either by the President, Secretary,
or aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of Lodges.

3. To conduct astudy camp at Bhowali with about 15 membersfrom
the Federation.
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4. To arrange visits of good speakers to four schools & four col-
leges.

5. To organize 12 essay competitionsat school and collegelevel.

6. To organizetwo one-day orientation campsfor new members.

7. To conduct 15 study camps at Federation & Lodge level for the
better understanding of Theosophy.

8.Toorganizefive public talksfor exposure of general publicto The-
osophy.

9.Totrand ate and publish two Theosophical booksin Assamese.

10. Toincreasethe NET membership by 10 members.

11. To organize aNational Conference on 15-16 February 2020.

Bengal Theosophical Federation

1. Toincreasethe NET membership by 10 members.

2. To open one new lodge during thisyear.

3. Toincrease number of members attending our weekly study classes
by 30to 40.

4. To trandlate, publish and distribute two theosophical books in
Bengdli.

5. To conduct 4 study classesby National Lecturers.

6. To activate one dormant L odge/Centre by visiting and motivating
workers& old members.

7. To send at least 15 members for Bhowali study camp to be con-
ducted by Bengal Theosophical Federation.

8. To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

9. Toarrangevisit to 15 L odgeseither by the President, Secretary, or
aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of Lodges.

Bihar Theosophical Federation

1. To conduct a goal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

2. Toparticipatein Theosophical meetin Assamwith at least 10 mem-
bers.
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3. Toarrangevisitto 11 Lodges either by the President, Secretary, or
aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of Lodges.

4. To conduct afour-day study class at Bhowali in the last week of
May-2020 with at least 20 members.

5. To conduct at |east two public meetingsto introduce theosophy to
the peoplein order to attract new members.

6. Toreviveand activate at | east two dormant L odges.

7. To conduct 4 study classes of two or three days at the Federation
& Lodgelevel.

8. To publish & distribute 500 copies of pamphlets on two Theo-
sophical subjectsin Hindi.

9. To publish abook in simple Hindi on basic Theosophy for the non-
members& new members.

10. Toincreasethe NET membership by 15 members.

Bombay Theosophical Federation

1. Toincreasethe NET membership by 5 members.

2. To create and commission an E-L odge network through effortsby
Bro. Taral Munshi.

3. Toensurethat Ananda L odge will meet at |east oncein amonth.

4.To encourage 20 Young & New Membersto speak on Red L etter
Days, Annua Session.

5.To conduct two “ reach out programmes” on Theosophical themes,
with students of schoolsand colleges.

6.To groom three second lineworkers.

7. ToraiseRs15lakhsfor TSactivitiesfrom CSR funds.

8. To send at least ten membersfor the study camp at Bhowali, along
with Gujarat Federation.

9. To organize one Study Camp by National Lecturer.

10. Toarrangevisit to 8 Lodges either by the President, Secretary, or
aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of Lodges.

Delhi Theosophical Federation

1. To publish 1000 pamphlets on introduction to Theosophy in Hindi
for general public.
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2. Toarrange at least 6 lectures on Theosophical subjectsat various
schoolsand colleges of Delhi.

3. Toincreasethe NET membership by 10 members.

4. To organize two study classes of two days’ duration at the Lodge|
and Federation level.

5.Toarrangeavisitto4 Lodgesseparately by Dr. N.C. Ramanujachary
and Bro. U.S. Pandey.

6. To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

7. To conduct a 3-day study camp at Bhowali in the month of June,
2020, with at least 10 members.

Gujarat Theosophical Federation

1. To organize one Workers' Training Camp where delegates from
lodgesinwestern part of India(Marathi, Bombay and Gujarat) will
participate.

2. To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

3. To organize one 3-day study camp for at |east 70 members at one
location in order to activate members of the L odge.

4. Toreactivate two dormant |odges/centres by visiting and motivat-
ing workersand old members.

5. To publish one thousand pamphlets and two books each on five
Theosophical subjectsin Gujarati and distribute them to lodges
and members.

6. To organize one youth camp, one el ocution competition and three
essay competitionsto encourage youth activities.

7. Toarrangevisit to 15 L odgeseither by the President, Secretary, or
aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of Lodges.

8. Toincreasethe NET membership by 10 members.

9. To conduct athree-day study camp at Bhowali inthelast week of
May, 2020, with at |east 35 members.

Karnataka Theosophical Federation

1. To popularize Theosophy amongst studentsthrough memberswho
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arein Teaching line; organize one 4-day teachers’ training camp
according to syllabusrelevant to students.

2. To organize ten lectures on Theosophical themesin schools and
colleges.

3. To organizetwo 3-day Youth Campsat different places.

4. To conduct agoa setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

5. To organize 2- day Workers Training Camp for the President and
Secretary of al the Lodgesin order to conduct uniform activities
in their respective Lodges.

6. To activatetwo dormant L odges.

7. Toset-up librariesin fivelodges and providethem books published
by the Federation, free of cost.

8. Tovisit 25 Lodgesindividually by the President, Secretary and EC
Membersin order to strengthen the activities of the Lodge.

9. To conduct 8-day study camp at Adyar with 50 members.

10.To establish aRs 2 lakhs Lodge Activity & Development Fund
made out of voluntary donations.

11.Toreprint and publish three Theosophical booksin Kannada.

12.To sort out all discrepancies between the membership records of
theIndian Section and Karnataka Federation by 15.01.2020.

KeralaTheosophical Federation

1. Toorganize one‘ Wake Up IndiaYouth Camp’ in January 2020 with
at least thirty students.

2.Toorganizetwo ‘ Reach Out Programmes’ on Theosophical themes
for interaction with theteachersand students.

3. To organize oneWorkers' Training Camp with at least thirty mem-
bers.

4. To organize two Theosophical book exhibitionsfor 10 dayseach
with the co-operation of publiclibraries & academies.

5.To publish one Theosophical book in Malayalam during thisyear.

6. To organi zetwo Retreats/ Study Campsin K eralaand Bhowali with
at least 30 membersin acamp.

7.To celebratethe 125" Birth Anniversary of J. Krishnamurti at two
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placesin Keralaby exhibiting bookson J.K. and Theosophy.

8. To publish one pamphl et on J. Krishnamurti and Theosophical So-
ciety in English.

9. To conduct a goal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

10.To arrange visit to 10 Lodges either by the President, Secretary,
or aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of L odges.

11. Toincreasethe NET membership by 10 members.

M.P. & Rajasthan Theosophical Federation

1. Toincreasethe NET membership by 25 members.

2. Toarrange at least 4 orientation sessions for NSS and Scout stu-
dentsat the Lodgelevel.

3. Toarrange at least 6 “ Yoga and Meditation Camps’ at different
lodges.

4. To conduct one study camp at Bhowali.

5. To conduct 5 Study Camps/Seminar at different lodges (for 1 day
or 2 daysasthe case may be).

6. Toform at least two youth groups.

7. To conduct a goal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

8. To Create aWebsite of M.P. & Rajasthan Federation.

Madras Theosophical Federation

1. To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

2. To organize two study campson Theosophy at Adyar.

3. Increasethe NET membership by 25 members.

4. To organize visits to 5 colleges by good speakersin order to at-
tract young generation towards Theosophy.

5. Toformtwo new Theosophical Lodge.

6.To organize oneWorkers Training CampinAdyar.

7. Dissemination of informationin the print mediaabout TSand The-
osophy. (Two Special DayslikeAnnie Besant’sBirthday.)

8. Toarrangevisit to 10 Lodgeseither by the President, Secretary, or
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aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of Lodges.
9. Guided tour to I nternational Headquartersat Adyar for all themem-
bersof al theAffiliated L odges, in aphased manner.

Marathi Theosophical Federation

1. To organize 5 one-day seminars on Theosophical Subjects.

2. To conduct 5 essay competitions /debate competitions/ book re-
viewsbased on Theosophical booksfor Higher Secondary and Col-
legelevel students.

3. To publish 5000 copies of |eaflets on two topics of Theosophy in
Marathi and distribute themto lodges, schoolsand general public.

4. Tointroduce one 3-day vacation study camp on Theosophical sub-
ject for at least 20 students of schools and colleges.

5. Toincreasethe NET membership by 10 members.

6. To conduct two 1-day introductory camp or workshop for new mem-
bers.

7. To establish Theosophical Study Resource Centre in Federation
and to prepare at least 5 trainers (resource persons) to propagate
Theosophy inthe society.

8. To conduct a3-day study camp a Bhowali inthethird week of May
2020, with at least 20 members.

9. To conduct goal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

10.To promote | nter-Federation Theosophical Study Meetingsby or-
ganizing one-day seminar either at Belgaum or at Mumbai.

11.Toarrangevisit to 10 L odges either by the President, Secretary,
or aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of L odges.

Rayalaseema Theosophical Federation

1. Toarrangevisitto 15 L odges either by the President, Secretary, or
aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of Lodges.

2. To activate 4 dormant lodges.

3. Toform one study centre and 3 new |lodges.

4. Toincreasethe NET membership by 25 members.
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5. To conduct astudy camp at Bhowali during thelast week of April ,
2020, with participation of 30 members.

6. To visit 2 colleges/schools at |east once in every two months for
popularizing Theosophy.

7. To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

8. To start Theosophical Librariesin 4 lodges of the federation.

9. To conduct 3 training campsin order to train membersto become
federation lecturers and resource persons.

10.To print and distribute 4 Theosophical books (500 copies) and 6
Theosophical pamphlets (1000 copies), eachin Telugu.

Tamil Theosophical Federation

1. To organize 6 study classesin different lodges.

2. To publish 500 copies each of 10 pamphletsin Tamil on Theo-
sophical subjectsfor lodgesand general public.

3. Toincreasethe NET membership by 10 members.

4.To conduct a goal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

5. To organize 10 debate/essay competitions at school and college
level.

6. To conduct astudy camp at Bhowali with at least 10 members.

7. Toorganizeat least six L ecturesby Tamil speakerson Theosophi-
cal subjectsin six schools/colleges.

8. Toarrangevisit to 10 L odges either by the President, Secretary, or
aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of Lodges.

Telugu Theosophical Federation

1. Toincreasethe NET membership by 20 members (includingwomen
andyouth).

2. Torevive and activate two dormant lodges.

3. Toarrangevisit to 20 L odges either by the President, Secretary, or
aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of Lodges.

4. To popularize Theosophical literaturein 4 collegesand 1 Univer-
sity.
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5. To conduct two study camps.

6. To conduct astudy camp at Bhowali with about 25 membersfrom
the Federation.

7. To conduct at least two public meetingsto introduce Theosophy
among the peoplein order to attract new members.

8. To publish the book “Invisible Helpers’ by C.W. Leadbeater in
Telugu language.

9. To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

10. To create anew website for Telugu Federation.

Utkal Theosophical Feder ation

1. Toform one new lodge and one new centre and revitalize two dor-
mant lodges.

2. Toincreasethe NET membership by 15 members.

3. Toinvitefour National Lecturersfor conducting study camps of
threedays duration.

4. Toimpart Theosophical education onceinamonthintwo differ-
ent schools.

5. To publish onetrans ated Theosophical book and two reprintsin
Odia

6. To participatein the National Book Fair in Bhubaneswar for 7 days
inorder to sell books and distribute 500 Odiapamphletson The-
osophy.

7. Three public propagation meetingswill be held in school/college
andinaUniversity in order to popularize Theosophy through lec-
tures, booksand handouts.

8. Toarrangevisit to 7 Lodgeseither by the President, Secretary, or
aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of Lodges.

9. To conduct a5-day study camp at Bhowali in June 2020 with 15
members.

10. To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.
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U.P. & Uttarakhand Theosophical Federation

1. Todevelop awebsitefor U.P. & Uttarakhand Federation.

2. Toarrangevisitto 15 L odges either by the President, Secretary,
or aknowledgeable member for the better functioning of Lodges.

3.To organizefive programmes/talks on Theosophy for students/
youths.

4. To organizeten public talks/sessionsfor exposing general pub-
lic to Theosophical teachings.

5. To conduct six study campsof 2-3days duration.

6. To organize seven 1-day Study Camp/Seminar.

7. To organizefive sessions on Guided M ediitation.

8. To organize a’5-day study campin Bhowali in June 2020 (Jointly
with M .P/ Rajasthan Federation) with participation of 20 mem-
bers.

9. To publish two books on Theosophy in Hindi.

10. To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
every Lodge.

11. Todistribute 100 books & 500 pamphlets on Theosophy among
the students, youth and general public.

12. Toincreasethe NET membership by 5 members.
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