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PRADEEP H. GOHIL

A STEP FORWARD

J. Krishnamurti had laid great emphasis on the conditioning of the
mind during our spiritual evolution. Asfar asthe conditioning factors of
themind are concerned we aretold that either they are apart of the nature
and structure of the mind, or they have been acquired through a process of
memory. We must therefore examine now what thisMEMORY is, how it
functionsand what roleit playsin the conditioning of the mind.

There are varioustheories of memory which can be broadly classi-
fied under physiological and psychological reasons. Thefirst physiologi-
cal theory of memory saysthat every experience through which we pass
leavesitsmark on our bodily organism. Thismark isknown asan engram.
Thuswhen we say that we seem to be remembering some past incident, itis
not the past event that we are remembering, but we are becoming aware of
the present modification of the body which has been created by the past
event. The second physiological theory of memory eliminatesthe notion
of bodily modifications. When we are expecting a particul ar event to hap-
ppen our nervous apparatusisin an expectant state or pattern and stimulates
some centres of the brain such that whenever ahintisreceived of what isto
come, we are immediately able to construct the whole incident. Thisis
what wecall memory.

Apart from the two physiological theories, there are also psycho-
logical theories of memory which basetheir conclusions on the existence
of mind or consciousness. Any event that has happened in the past has| eft
animpression onthemind in theform of animage. It isthe seeing of this
that iscalled by usan act of Memory.

Aswe study the nature and function of memory, we are led to the
conclusion that memory isthe conditioning factor of the mental life. Ev-
ery experience hasto passthrough the censorship of memory. Itismemory
that sifts sensations, classifies them, moulds them, dresses them up and
ultimately presentsafinished product to themind. Itisthisimage supplied
by memory which is projected by the mind outside and this projection is
known as an act of perception. Thusthe mind seeswhat it projectsand it
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projects what the memory supplies. We therefore see what memory de-
Sires us to see.

Rohit Mehta, aformer Genera Secretary of the Indian Section, men-
tionsinoneof hisarticlesthat “oursisindeed amiserable plight. How can
we hope to see the real objective world so long as we are ruled by the
conditioning factors of memory?And so long aswe cannot seein an un-
conditioned manner, how can we conceive of lifeasawhole?Wethought it
wasthedifferentiating mind that wasthe cause of our suffering, but now we
discover that it isthemind whichisthe dlave of memory that isthe cause of
our suffering. Canwe befreefrom the conditioning i nfluences of memory,
so that we may contact reality asit isand not as distorted by the operations
of conscious or unconscious memory?’

HPB says that the doctrine of reincarnation cannot be invalidated
because of the loss of memory in each of us of our previous incarnation.
Sheadded that “ Thereisagreat difference between the three accepted forms
of memory — remembrance, recollection and reminiscence. Memory is
simply aninnate power in thinking beings, and evenin animals, of repro-
ducing past impressions by an association of ideas principally suggested
by objectivethings or by some action on our external sensory organs”.

Shefurther explainsthe difference between thethree accepted forms
of memory —Remembrance, Recollection and Reminiscence. Memory is
afaculty depending entirely onthe more or less healthy and normal func-
tioning of our physical brain; and ‘remembrance’ and ‘ recollection’ arethe
attributes and handmaidens of thismemory. However, ‘ reminiscence’ isan
entirely different thing. L ocke, speaking of recollection and remembrance
says: “when anideaagain recurs without the operation of thelike object on
the external sensory, it isremembrance; if it be sought after by mind, and
with pain and endeavour found and brought again into view, it isrecollec-
tion”.

HPB has also said that “ Reminiscence is no faculty or attribute of
our physical memory, but anintuitional perception apart from and outside
our physical brain. While memory isphysical and evanescent and depends
on the physiological conditions of the brain, reminiscenceisthe memory
of the soul. And it is this memory which gives the assurance to almost
every human being about conditioning of the mind”. Proper conditioning
of themind isthen astep forward in the process of evolution.
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PRADEEP H. GOHIL

REINCARNATION
ITSCAUSE AND PROCESS*

Asl glance around thisaugust gathering, | find most of usare above
60 or even 70 years of age. It is very appropriate then that the European
School of Theosophy has chosen thistheme on reincarnation. During my
younger days, | had not given much attention to the thought of reincarna-
tion. But reaching the age of 70 years, here | am ready to talk to you on
reincarnation.

Inthisworld, isright rewarded and wrong punished? Observations
tell usthat it isnot. We see so many caseswheretheinnocent is punished
and the criminal goesfree. We & so see that mediocre people get high ranks
whileworthy people get hardship and despair. Religiousinstitutionstrying
to help mankind are slowly losing ground, peopl e applaud the successful
trickster and the strongholds of vice are apparently becoming ever more
strongly entrenched. Goodness and transparency in abusinessisahandicap
and inthe market placeasaint isafailure and the gambler supreme.

If all soulsareequal at birth why are human destinies so terribly un-
equal ?Isit al amatter of change? Can we conceive of adivinely ordered
universein which such mattersashuman livesareleft to the blind working
of chance?Isit not significant that al other eventsin the physical universe
areguided by natural law?Inthisworld, human equality isamyth. Weare
unequal physically, mentally, morally and spiritually, while opportunity and
limitation do not go as per our plans.

*Talk delivered at a Conference organized by European School of Theoso-
phy at Hotel Negroponte in Eretria, Evia Island, Greece, from 13 to 18
Oct. 2019 with the theme- “Reincarnation, Science and the Ancient Wis-
dom Tradition”.
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Some men have strong and healthy bodies; othersare frail and dis-
eased. Some have grace and physicd refinement; othersare crude and rude.
Some have quick and brilliant brains; othersaredull and limited in thought.
Think, too, how completely our standing intheworld isaffected by what
wearephysically. Isthereeven atrace of equality in nature? Religionshave
tried to blame the will of God for al this. It is not right because it makes
God directly responsiblefor all the suffering intheworld. These problems
of the modern world seem impossibleto be solved and because of that they
make theteachingsof religionineffective and crush the hopes of people. A
master key isneeded to solvethem, to makereal againthelife of the spirit,
to make strong the faltering trust in the goodness of God and the purpose
of life. INnREINCARNATION that master key isfound.

The human consciousness exists before birth and even before con-
ception —thisis the first fundamental fact of reincarnation. The second
great fact of reincarnation is that the soul or conscious self of a human
beingisagrowing thing, and that its devel opment isextended over an enor-
mous period of time. Thethird fact isthat the chief purpose of reincarna-
tion is education. Fourthly, all logical reasoning isin favour of the pre-
existence of the soul, with the associated idea of reincarnation, for wecan
then explain that the differences between people are dueto the difference
insoul-age. Fifthly, Reincarnation bringswith it the assurancethat thereis
amoral law constantly operative in the universe by pointing out that our
individual destiniesare self made. Sixthly, Reincarnation bringstheideal
of perfection within reach, for reincarnation means unilimted opportunity.
Seventhly, those who hold that we live but once on earth seldom realize
how lacking in purpose such alifewould bein many millions of cases!! We
all know that millionsof children, instead of growing to maturity, die after
afew months or even hoursof life. Eighthly, our past actionsarereacting
upon usnow intheform of physical environment and circumstances; our
past thoughts build our character; our past desires determine our present
opportunities.

It has been stated by some peoplethat reincarnation ignores heredity.
Onthecontrary, it explains many of itsproblems. Isit not obviousthat in
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the short span of asinglelife on earth we can not repay all the physical and
moral debtswe have accumulated. On the other side, our innate faculties
indicatetheinterestsand activities of other incarnations. One of the most
easily recognizableforms of the memory of past livesisgenius. Another
interesting form of memory isthat revealed in sudden friendships. Two
meet for the first time, and the moment they clasp hands or even catch
sight of oneanother, aswift intuitive friendship springs up whichtime can
neither diminish nor improve.

From the reincarnational point of view fears and phobias are half-
memories of terrifying event which took placein apreviouslife. By ase-
riesof hypnatic experimentscarried out many yearsago, Colonel de Rochas,
adistinguished scientist of Paris, apparently forced the consciousnessof a
woman back over four preceding incarnations. Young children remember
partsof their past incarnations much more frequently than adults, probably
because the child-brain is so much more plastic to impression. All these
arefactsof reincarnation.

So reincarnation gives perspective, atrue sense of values and the
feeling of eternity. It awakens wonder and stirs our imagination. Itisan
inspiration to apoet, alight to aphilosopher, ajoy to asaint, for it tells of
theway to God. What teaching can most quickly bring humanity to thefull
realization that God doesexist, and that thereisamoral |aw, because what-
ever seeds of good and evil anindividual sowsinthefield of life, the har-
vestsgrown must be regped by him aone? REINCARNATION isthat teach-
ing anditis, therefore, the hope of theworld.

Let usfirst look at the various definitions of reincarnation and then
try to understand what it actually means. The noun reincarnation comefrom
theLatinroots- ‘ré meaning’ again’ and‘incarnate’ meaning to makeflesh.
Reincarnation then meansthat after death, aperson’s soul transmigratesto
or isreborninanother body. It isasecond or new birth. Itistheincarnation
or embodiment of asoul inanew form or body after it hasleft the old one
at physical death. The wordsrebirth, metempsychosisand transmigration
of soul are synonyms of reincarnation.
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There are some more definitions and explanations of reincarnation
tofurther clarify itsmeaning:

Reincarnation is the philosophical or religious concept that an as-
pect of aliving being startsanew lifein adifferent physical body or form
after each biological death. Itisalso called rebirth or transmigrationandis
apart of the Samsara doctrine of cyclic existence.

Reincarnation meansthe samething asre-embodiment and rebirth. It
isthe human soul returning to the earth again and again and taking up resi-
dence each time in a new physical body in order to continue the soul’s
progressivejourney of inner evolution, advancement, devel opment and un-
foldment. Death isnot the end and birth isnot the beginning.

Therearethree possibilities regarding what happensto uswhen we
die. Thereistheview of the materialistsand atheists, who say that weare
nothing morethan alump of soulless, purposel ess matter and that we sim-
ply ceaseto be, when the physical body dies. Secondly, thereisa‘’ onelife
only” view held by somereligions, which maintain that the soul only lives
onceon earth and that after the body diesthe soul either goesto Heaven for
all eternity or burnsin Hell for all timeto come. The third possibility is
that of an ongoing process of reincarnation. Today, about 30% peoplein
the West say that they believein reincarnation and it has been a standard
belief in much of the east for thousands of years, having itsoriginin Hin-
duism, which isthe world’s oldest religion. It isalso acentral feature of
Buddhism and other Indic religions. Human beings have the freedom to
decide which of these possibilities sounds the most reasonable and plau-
sibleto them.

Reincarnation is the perpetual progress for each divine soul in an
evolution from the outward into theinward, from the material to the Spiri-
tual, arriving at the end of each stage at absolute unity with the Divine Prin-
ciple. From strength to strength, from the beauty and perfection of one
planeto the greater beauty and perfection of another, with accessions of
new glory, of fresh knowledge and power in each cycle - suchisthejour-
ney of every Ego. Thisisdone through Reincarnation.
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H.P. Blavatsky defined reincarnation or re-birth as*’ Theone univer-
sa doctrine, which taught that the Ego isborn on thisearth aninnumerable
number of times”. In her timesit wasdenied by Christians, who appeared to
have misunderstood the teachings of their own gospels. Nevertheless, the
putting on of flesh periodically and throughout long cycles by the higher
human soul or Buddhi - Manas or Ego istaught inthe Bible asitisin all
other ancient scriptures, and “resurrection” meansonly the rebirth of the
Ego in another form or reincarnation. Hence, Theosophy rejectstheidea
of anew soul created for every, newly born babe. HPB mentionsin The
Key to Theosophy about reincarnation that what reincarnatesis*’ the spiri-
tual thinking Ego, the permanent principlein man, that isconnected with
every personality itinhabitson earth”.

HPB says that the doctrine of reincarnation cannot be invalidated
because of the loss of memory in each of us of our previous incarnation.
Sheaddedthat ‘' thereisagreat difference between thethree accepted forms
of memory — remembrance, recollection and reminiscence. Memory is
simply aninnate power in thinking beings, and evenin animals, of repro-
ducing past impressions by an association of ideas principally suggested
by objective things or by some action on our external sensory organs.
Memory isafaculty depending entirely on the more or less healthy and
normal functioning of our physical brain; and ‘ remembrance’ and ‘ recol -
lection’ arethe attributes and handmai dens of thismemory. However, remi-
niscenceisan entirely different thing”. Indeed, asWordsworth hasit:

“Our birthisbut asleep and aforgetting,

Thesoul that riseswith us, or life'sstar,

Hath el sewhere had its setting,

And cometh from afar”.

The meaning of Reincarnationisvery well explained by Dr. Annie
Besant when shewrites, “L et usstart with aclear understanding of what is
meant by Reincarnation. So far asthe derivation of theword isconcerned,
any repeated entering into aphysical, or fleshly covering, might beincluded
thereunder. It certainly impliesthe existence of something relatively per-
manent that entersinto and inhabits successive somethingsrel atively im-
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permanent. But the word tells us nothing of the nature of theserelatively
permanent and impermanent somethings, savethat theimpermanent habi-
tationsare of ‘flesh’. Another word, often used as synonymouswith Rein-
carnation, theword Metempsychosis, suggeststhe other side of thetrans-
action; herethe habitation isignored, and the stressislaid onthetransit of
the Psyche, therelatively permanent. Putting the two together as descrip-
tive of thewholeidea, we should havethe entry of aPsycheor ‘soul’ into
successive ' bodies of flesh; and though theword ‘ soul’ isopento serious
objections, fromitsloosenessand itstheol ogical connotations, it may stand
for the moment as representing in the minds of most people a form of
existence which outlasts the physical frame with which it was connected
during alife on earth.

“In this general sense, apart from any special exoteric or esoteric
teaching, Reincarnation and Metempsychosis are words which denote a
theory of existence, according to which aform of visible matter isinhab-
ited by amore ethereal principle, which outlivesits physical encasement,
and, on the death of thelatter, passes on, immediately or after aninterval,
to dwell in someother frame. Never, perhaps, hasthisdoctrine, initslofti-
est form, been put more clearly or more beautifully than in the famous
encouragement of Arjunaby Krishna, giveninthe Bhagavad-Gita.

These bodies of the embodied one, whoiseternal, indestructible
and boundless, areknown asfinite..... Hewho regardeth thisasa
slayer and hewho thinketh heisdlain, both of them areignorant.
Hedlayeth not nor ishedain. Heisnot born, nor doth he die; nor
having been, ceaseth he any moreto be; unborn, perpetual, eternal
and ancient, heis not slain when the body is slaughtered. Who
knoweth himindestructible, unborn, undiminishing, how can that
man slay, O Partha, or cause to be slain? As a man, casting off
worn-out garments, taketh new ones, so the dweller in the body,
casting off worn-out bodies, entereth into others that are new.
Weapons cleave him not, nor fire burneth him, nor waterswet him,
nor wind drieth him away. Indivisible he, incombustible he, and

508/ THE INDIAN THEOSOPHI ST, Nov./ 2019



indeed neither to be wetted nor dried away; perpetual, al-perva-
sive, stable, immovable, ancient, unmanifest, unthinkable, immu-
table, heiscalled; therefore knowing him as such thou shoul dst
not grieve.

“Thetheory of Reincarnation, then, in the Esoteric Philosophy, as-
sertstheexistence of aliving and individualized Principle, which dwellsin
and informsthe body of aman, and which on the death of the body, passes
into another body, after alonger or shorter interval. Thus, successively
bodily livesarelinked together like pearls strung upon athread, the thread
being theliving Principle, the pearlsuponit arethe separate human lives’.
So we can definereincarnation by saying that it isaplanwhereby imperish-
able consciousbeingsare supplied with physical bodies appropriateto their
stage of growth, and through which they can comein contact withtheles-
sons of physical life.

Having dealt with at length on what isreincarnation, let usnow look
at its cause. The main purpose of reincarnation is education. The funda-
mental cause of Reincarnation as of all manifestation, is the desire for
activelife, thethirst for feeling of existence. Some deep-lying essence of
nature, obviousinitsworkings, but not able to be understood astoitsori-
ginand reason, showsasthe*law of periodicity” . Madam Blavatsky men-
tionsin The Secret Doctrine that  an alternation such asthat of Day and
Night, Lifeand Death, Sleeping and Waking, isafact so common, so per-
fectly universal and without exception, that it iseasy to understand that iniit
we see one of the absolutely fundamental laws of the universe”. The ebb
and flow everywhere, the rhythm which isthe systole and diastole of the
cosmic Heart, isseen on every hand. But the reason for it escapes us; we
cannot say why things should be so; we can only seethat sothey are. Andin
the Esoteric Philosophy this same law is recognized as extending to the
emanation and reabsorption of universes, the Night and Day of Brahma, the
out-breathing and theinbreathing of the Great Breath.

So thefirst cause of reincarnation is the desires of the soul. Itsun-
fulfilled desires bring it back. Now in each case, in each body, as desires
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are fulfilled, it creates new ones. It must be absorbed into the self and
thereby end rebirth. Only when the nature of the desireisrealized by the
student, hewill understand why its destruction isnecessary to the perfect-
ing of the spiritual Man. Till the harvest of experience has been gathered,
desirewill remain. For only by feeding on that harvested experience, can
growth be nourished and sustained. So while experiencestill islacking, the
thirst for it remains unslacked, and the Ego will return to earth again and
again. But itsfetters must fall off one by one as the Ego reaches the per-
fecting of itstabernacle, for desireis personal and therefore selfish—and
when desire prompts action, the purity of the actionistainted. The condi-
tion of Arhatship is unceasing activity without any personal returns; the
Arhat must “givelight to al, but take from none”. Hence, in the upward
climbing one desire after another must be unpicked, desire for personal
enjoyment, personal pleasure, personal gain, personal loves, personal at-
tainments, and, last and subtlest of all, desirefor personal perfection, for
the personal self must be lost in the ONE SELF, that is SELF of all that
lives.

The second cause of reincarnationisthat it still haslessonstolearn.
The experience and choices of alifetime serve aslessonsfor the soul once
the life is completed. After death, or to say after the soul exits from the
physical realm, the soul and itsguidesreview what happened during thelife
and what lessons can belearned fromit. The soul not only reviewsitsown
experiences and choices but a so discovers the effects of its own choices
on othersduring thelife. For example, the decision to steal asum of money
at one point may have caused the victim significant hardship and anxiety.
The soul learnsthat al choices have experiential consequences, not just
for the self but for everyoneinvolved. Thusone can see how reincarnation
helpsthe soulsto learn their lessons, improve and evolve.

Thethird cause of reincarnationisthat the soul still has*karmic debts’
whichit needsto work off in order to further balanceits Karma—when the
soul isready to cross the threshold of Devachan and pass to the plane of
reincarnation, itisthelaw of karmathat guides him unerringly towardsthe
race and the nation wherein are to be found the general characteristicsthat
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will produce abody, and provideasocia environment, fitted for the mani-
festation of the general character built up by the soul in previouslivesand
for the reaping of the harvest he has sown.

Asitissaidin The Key to Theosophy, “..., Karma, with itsarmy of
skandha-s, waitsat thethreshold of Devachan, whencethe Ego re-emerges
to assumeanew incarnation. It isat thismoment that the future destiny of
the now rested Ego tremblesin the scales of just retribution, asit now falls
once again under the sway of active Karmic law. Itisinthisrebirth... that
the sins of the previous life of the Ego are punished. ...he will have to
atonefor every bad thought and deed. Ashe has sown, sowill hereap. Rein-
carnation will gather round him all those other Egos who have suffered,
whether directly or indirectly, at the hands, or even through and uncon-
sciousinstrumentality, of the past personality.”

The fourth cause of reincarnation is the building up of the perfect
humanity. Itisinthisperfect humanity that positive and negative elements
must find complete equilibrium. It iseasy to seethat the soul must develop
these characteristicsby experienceto thefullestin their appropriate physica
subjects. Therefore, an aternation of sexesisnecessary. Thestrength, firm-
ness, courage, etc. evolved along the male line are wel ded to the tender-
ness, the purity, the endurance, evolved d ong thefemale and we get human-
ity fromthe* pairsof opposites’ divorced for evolution are once more united
for fruition. Meanwhileit seemslikely that sex-experience constantly re-
dressesthe balance of the evolutionary process, and the qualitieslacking at
any given stage, and al so that the karmic consequence of theinfliction of
wrong by one sex or another will bethe drawing back of thewrong-doersto
suffer in the wronged sex the effects of the causesthey initiated.

Thefifth cause of reincarnation isto balance the soul according to
itsdeedsand itsneeds. In thewords of the Upnishads, which arethe foun-
dational scriptures of Hindu philosophy, the nature of each body inwhich
the soul reincarnatesis* according to our deeds and our needs’. Our deeds
of the past have determined the body —the outer shell —which we haveto
put up withfor thispresent lifetime and it isalso the most fitting and suit-
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able body to help meet the soul’s needs for itsinner evolution, develop-
ment, and the learning of itslessonsin thislife.

Thesixth cause of reincarnationisto adjust the balance of the soul in
possessing bodies bel onging to one particular gender. Some peoplefeel as
if they arewoman trapped in aman’sbody or aman trapped inawoman’s
body. Thistendsto indicate or suggest that the soul has spent several of its
most recent lifetimesin acontinual succession of bodiesbelonging to one
particular gender. The soul will therefore have become particularly femi-
nized or masculinized, depending on which gender it was. We should re-
member that in reality the soul is neither male nor female. A very femi-
nized soul will understandably hate finding itself in amale body, asit will
seem very unnatural and foreign. But if thefeminized soul isnow inamale
body or the masculinized soul now in afemalebody, it would apparently be
‘to adjust the balance’, since we can never makereal or ongoing progress
just by being solely awoman or solely amaninall our physical incarna-
tions.

The seventh cause of reincarnation isto makethe soul fully realize
itsown divine nature or its absol ute onenesswith the Divine and thuswith
all lifeand hasnot yet rebecomein consciousness THAT whichit truly and
really is. The soul isnot just amyth or anillusion or arelic of scientific
superstition. All human beings are acombination of physical, mortal body
and non-physical, immortal soul. It isthe absolute essence of aperson—
the only true answer to the question, “whoam 7?7’ Itiswho oneawaysis,
regardless of how one feels or what one believes or how one perceives
oneself. From the body’ s perspective, the soul isthe conscious, animating
life-forcewithinit. Fromthe soul’s perspective, the body isthevehiclefor
inhabiting the physical world and experiencing physical existence. Thesoul
IS pure Consci OUSNESS, pure energy, pure being. It existson atimeless, non-
physical level of redlity. Itisapieceof Spirit or God or Source, aspark of
divinelight and love, afragment of absol ute perfection. The soul existsand
reincarnation makesit realizewhat it is.

The eighth cause of reincarnation isthefact that for every soul, evolu-
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tionisitsgoal. The soul evolves most effectively in physical form. Evolu-
tion of the soul comes about through individual experience and choice. A
soul evolves most effectively by facing and making choices asaseparate
individual, making choicesbig and small, and experiencing the effects of
each choice. To do so, the soul incarnates — that is, the soul fuses with a
physical body for awholelifetime, from birth to death. By doing so, the
soul getsto experience being physically limited and physically separated
from othersand from all-that-is. Thisisactualy anillusion, atrick of the
senses, asthe soul itself isnever really limited or separate. But theillusion
creates enough desire, fear and other pressuresto cause the soul to experi-
ence conflicts and dilemmas and to make choices. It aso putsthe soul’s
own perceptions, feelings and decisions under the microscope, asit were.
Ashas been said before, the experience and choices of alifetime serve as
lessonsfor the soul once the life is completed.

The ninth cause of reincarnation isthe desire of the soul for active
life, thirst for sentient existence. Hence the Hindus have pictured the God
of Desireastheimpulseto manifestation. “Karma, again, isinthe Rig Veda
the personification of that feeling which leads and propelsto creation. It
was the fast movement that stirred the ONE, after its manifestation from
the purely abstract Principle, to create. Desirefirst arosein It, which was
the primal germ of mind; and which sages, searching with their intellect,
have discovered to be the bond which connects Entity with Non-Entity”.
Karmais, essentially, thelonging for active living existence, existence of
vivid sensation, tossing turbulence of passionate life. When spiritua Intel-
ligence comesinto contact with thisthirst for sensation, itsfirst actionis
tointensify it. The Stanzasays* From their own essencethey filled (inten-
sified) the Karma’. Thus Karmafor theindividual asfor the Cosmos be-
comes the primary cause of reincarnation. As Desires differentiatesinto
desires, these chain down the Thinker to earth and bring him back, time
after time, to rebirth. The Hindu and Buddhist Scriptures are filled with
reiterations of thistruth. Thusin the Bhagavad Gitaweread: “He whose
Buddhi iseverywhere unattached, the self-subdued, dead to desires, hegoeth
by renunciation to the supreme perfection of freedom from Karma’. Madam
Blavatsky haswritten about the factorsthat facilitate reincarnation in the
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magazine. Shesays, “ Karma. Tanhaand Skandhas, aretheamighty trinity in
one, and the cause of our rebirth”*. Karmais physical action, both good
and bad, whichisrewarded or punished based on thelaw of retribution or
thelaw of cause and effect. Tanhaisthethirst for life, thedesiretoliveand
clingtolifeonthisearth, which causesreincarnation. Skandhaisthe bundles
or groups of attributes like form, perception, consciousness, action and
knowledge and memory (remembrance, recollection and reminiscence).

The tenth cause of reincarnation is for the soul to undergo the full
range of meaningful experienceand choices. Onelifetimeisnot enoughto
experience thewhole gamut of life circumstances and to makeall choices.
For exampl e, the soul needsto experiencelife asboth maleand female; as
both victim and perpetrator; as both student and teacher..... Hence, the soul
re-incarnates many timesover in order to experience thefull spectrum of
life. Being human again and again, each timewith adifferent body, differ-
ent life circumstances and different rel ationships, enables the soul to ex-
perience the full range of possible perspectives and relationships and all
thelessonsthat these entail. Through many different human experiences,
the soul gradually becomesmore self-aware, gradually discoversmore of
itstrue capabilities (love, power, wisdom) and gradual ly learnshow to over-
cometheillusory limitations of being physical. Generally, the soul learns
best through a“ compare and contrast” process, not through blind repeti-
tion. Hence, any given lifetime may be completely different in someway
fromthe previousone.

Each human lifetimeisan opportunity to learn specific lessons. For
example, onelifetime might focus on learning greater self-responsibility
whilethe next might focus on being kinder to others. If in onelifetimethe
soul experiencesbeing amanwith alot of power over women, say, it would
then be of valueto contrast that with the experience of being apowerless
woman.

The eleventh cause of reincarnation of a soul isfor it to enjoy the
fruitsof good karma.

*“Lucifer”, Val. l11, No. 15, Nov. 1888, pp. 205-211.
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After understanding reincarnation and studying the eleven causes, let
usfind out the process of reincarnation. Soulsdo not normally reincarnate
instantly after death. It isnot acase of the soul |eaving one body and then
instantly entering that of abody which isabout to be born. Usually thereis
aperiod of several decadesbetween onelife and the next, during which the
soul recuperates, considersthelessonslearned fromthelast lifeand plans
itsnext life. It isduring thistime when the soul experiencesits own per-
sonal state of ‘Heaven’, created unwittingly out of its own consciousness
and matching exactly the afterlife the person had believed in and expected,
during thelifetime which just ended.

Theteachingsof Theosophy refer to thisstate under the Tibetan name
of “Devachan”. Thislastsin exact proportion to the amount and force of
good or positive Karmathat the soul created during thelifetimejust ended.
When the soul has reaped the full fruit of this good karmain its blissful
Devachanic experience, the process of reincarnation occurs. The rate at
which this happens varies from soul to soul and depends on a number of
factorslike the amount of good karmafrom the last incarnation and how
spiritual and purethe soul is. It can bewith afew yearsor even thousands of
years beforeit will reincarnate. One thing is certain that the human soul
never reincarnatesasan animal, tree, plant, stone or any other thing except
ahuman being. Additionally, the soul does not consciously chooseits par-
entsnor any other thing likelocation, setting and circumstances. Theseare
determined by soul’sown karma, by causesthat soul haspreviously setin
motion when on earth before, the effects of which must now be worked
out. Also the nature of each body in which the soul reincarnatesisaccord-
ing to the soul’sdeeds and needsfor itsadvancement at thisparticular point
initsevolution. All humanbeingsare, inredlity, spiritua beingsonahuman
journey. Wereincarnate as human beingsin order to evolve assouls.

The journey of asoul isrealy aprocess of evolving. This means
growing in consciousness, steadily progressing through different levelsor
stages of consciousness by taking on challenging experiencesin physical
form. These cause usto makeimportant “ soul-searching” choicesand call
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upon usto discover our inner resources. Thisishow welearnwhoweare
and how to becomeall that we are. Choi ce and the ramifications of choice
providetheessential lessonsof life. Inavery real sense, one choosesto be
herein order to make choices.

We go through five magjor stages of evolution through reincarnation.
Within each stage there are seven level sto be completed. So we go through
35 steps of evolution through reincarnation. Each step usually requiresmore
than one lifetime to complete. Typicaly, the entire journey of 35 steps
takeswell over ahundred lifetimes. Let usexaminethefive stages of soul
evolution. Each of thefive stages correspondsto aspecific level of devel-
opment in capability, mode of consciousness and self-awareness within
theindividual soul. Asthe soul goesthrough each stage, the focus changes,
more experienceisgained, and consciousness expands. Asaresult, theway
of relating to others also changes.

Stagel - Infant Soulsfocusonimmediatesurvival needs. They flour-
ish in simple environments close to nature, such asremotetribesor rural,
pastora settings. Psychologicaly, infant soulsarenaive, impulsiveand ‘' pre-
conventional”, acting onimpulse or habit with little or no thought for con-
sequences. While they may lack the moral principles, social graces and
cultural understanding of older souls, infant soulsarein asense completely
innocent, being without pretence or agenda.

Stage 2 - Baby Soulsthink agreat deal about therightsand wrongs
of their actions in contrast to infant souls. Their lives are about safety,
security, structure and order —rigidly so. They liketo livein communities
that are highly principled and civilized. They arestrictly conventional and
conformist. Both their beliefsand their actionsarelargely rule bound, so
they are often ultra-conservative, traditionalist, orthodox, upright, moral-
istic, religiously devout, and mindful of law and order. They are acutely
aware of the rights and wrongs of people’s actions, including their own,
though they havelittleinsight into the motives behind them.

Sage 3- Young Soulstend to be extravert, outward-bounds, worldly,
frenetically energetic, brash competitive, political, ambitiousand individu-
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alistic. Lifeat thisstageisabout thinking for oneself and asserting onesel f
asanindividua. They aregenerally attracted to someform of worldly suc-
cess—fame, fortune, power, glory, etc. They are very aware of their own
agendabut do not really questionit.

Sage4 - M ature Soulstend to be more effective than younger souls,
with agrowing understanding of self, growing empathy for others, and a
desirefor authenticity in both. Lifeislessabout proving oneself, and more
about exploring “ right relationship” . Mature soul consciousnessisno longer
egocentric, in the sense of being limited to one's own perspective and
agenda, but is capable of accommaodating multiple perspectivesand differ-
ent agendas. Mature soul stend to question everything, including their own
motives, and are proneto do alot of soul searching.

Stage5- Old Soulstend to exude some degree of depth and wisdom
that isquite obvious. For having moved beyond the stresses and conflicts
of theMature soul, old soulshave agrowing sense of inner peace and free-
dom — the freedom to enjoy being very much in the world, but not of it.
Compared to younger soulsthey arerelatively calm, measured, untroubled
and stable, unattached to social structuresand cultural expectations, being
sure of their own existence and inner strengths and their compassion for
others. For old souls, the aim of lifeisto find true self-expression and
fulfillment. Late-stage old soulsfind themselves consciously participating
intheevolution of all-that-is, and often focus on teaching spiritual wisdom
with great compassion.

Seven Discretel earning Steps

Within each stage of reincarnation there are seven discretelearning
stepsto go through. For example, we begin thewholejourney at step 1 as
Infant souls, learn that |esson, then undertake step 2 as Infant souls, and so
on. On completing the 7" step of the Infant stage, wethen beginthe 1% step
of the Baby stage. Theearly stepsin any stage are about experiencing lifeat
this new stage of evolution, learning the essential lessonsthrough appro-
priate experiences. Thelater stepsare about expressing thoselessons, dem-
onstrating thislevel of consciousnessin action. Thefirst step of any stage
islike putting atoein thewater; thefinal step or level of any stageislike
teaching others how to swim.
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Thewholejourney through 5 stageswith 7 stepsin each with atotal
of 35 stepsislikely to take of the order of 7000-8000 years, but possibly
alot moreif the population islow and opportunitiesto incarnate are few.
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P. KRISHNA*

SUMMARY OF THE STUDY MEET**

A Study Camp on the theme ‘ Teachings of Theosophy and J.
Krishnamurti’ was held at the Indian Section Headquarters of the Theo-
sophical Society, Varanasi, from 2 to 4 October 2019 around the Book “ A
Jewel onaSilver Platter”.

Thebook consists of two parts:

Part 1: About J. Krishnamurti: From Chapter 1 to 12 This part de-
scribesthe personality of Krishnamurti as perceived by several closefriends
such asAchyut Patwardhan, VimaaThakar, RadhaBurnier, Mark Leeand
Professor Krishnahimself. This part being descriptive, was|eft to the par-
ticipantsto study by themselves. The second part of the book has 12 chap-
tersnumbered 12 to 23. These investigate different aspects of the teach-
ing. Each day two chapterswere discussed in the morning session and two
inthe afternoon. Professor Krishnadescribed the essence of each chapter
in 30 to 45 minutes and the rest of the hour was devoted to questions and
answers based on that chapter.

Thegist of each chapter isasfollows:
Chapter12: A brief summary of Krishnamurti’s Teaching:

Prof Krishnaexplained that the teachings are described in over 70
books based on thelectures and dial ogues conducted by Krishngji but the
entireteaching isbased on certain fundamental truthswhich arethepillars
of the entire teaching. He then elaborated on these truths as reveal ed by
Krishnamurti.

* Life Member of the TS and Trustee of the Krishnamurti Foundation of
India
** Based on the content explained and discussed by Prof. P. Krishna,
during the study camp held at the Indian Section HQ from 2-4
October, 2019.
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(i) That the source of all human problems, big and small, liesinthe
psycheof theindividual.

Therefore society cannot changein afundamental way unlessthein-
dividual transforms. All other reforms: political, legal, economic are su-
perficial and cannot end the more serious problems of division, hatred,
violence, ecological disaster etc.

(i) Theindividual changesonly when his consciousnesstransforms.
Virtue cannot be practiced.

It is a state of order in consciousness. This state of order can be
arrived at only by ending the disorder created by negative emotions like
anger, jealousy, fear, hatred etc. These havetheir origininillusionsin our
mind which can be dispelled through the quest for discovering what istrue
and what isfalse. Such learning iscalled self- knowledge and leadsto wis-
dom. Thisquest for truth and virtueisthetruereligious quest.

(i) Truth, liberation cannot be secured through another

Theroleof the Guru or teacher isonly to point to the truth. One must
discover the truth oneself since it lies at the level of perception and not
idestion.

(iv) Intellectual understanding isnot the realization of the truth

Anaysisand logic can take usto arational conclusion but that isnot
perception of thetruth. It is perception that transforms consci ousness, not
theidea. That iswhy the professor of Buddhist philosophy isnot aBuddha

(v) ChoicelessAwarenessand thelearning mind.

So how to discover truth if one cannot get it from abook, aguru or
through practice of atechnique? For this Krishnamurti suggestswatching
one'sconsciousness choi cel essly, without judging, and livewith questions,
not conclusions or opinions. Such aleaning mind has the possibility of
having a deeper insight and freeing the mind of the false, which in turn
brings order into consciousness. Such alearning mindisthetruereligious

520/ THE INDIAN THEOSOPHI ST, Nov./ 2019



mind, not the onethat believes. Real changeisaby-product of such learn-
ing and not dueto the exercise of will and control.

K eeping these truthsin mind, the participants investigated the fol-
lowing chapters:
Chapter13: Thepursuit of happiness:

Happinessisaby-product of right living by coming upon sensitivity
and freeing themind of illusionsthrough discovery of thetruth. It doesnot
comethrough aprocess of acquiring pleasures, knowledge or possessions.

Chapter 14: The Scientific and Spiritual quests:

These arethetwo major questsfor truth. Sciencerevealsthe cosmic
order that manifests in the external world and the laws that govern that
order. The spiritual questisfor discovering order in consciousnessasvir-
tue. They are two complementary quests and any feeling of antagonism
between themisaproduct of misunderstanding. The most common misun-
derstandingisto regard spirituaity asarising from belief and worship, which
science does not accept.

Chapter 15. TheArt of Dialogue

Krishnamurti gaveto dialogue adeeper meaning asameansof dis-
covering religious truths. In this al the participants post the truth as the
unknown and exploreall aspectsof aquestion without taking sideswith any
view. If al of ushavealearning mind and do not assert our knowledge we
can discover together the deeper truths.

Chapter 16. Global Violence and Individual Responsibility

Theglobal violence we seein asociety isacombined result of the
violencein eachindividual. Together we create aseaof violenceinwhich
storms arise in different places from time to time. We feel that only the
people near the storm were responsible for it, not realizing that each one
of ushas contributed toit. Gandhi waskilled by Godse but Godse was not
born amurderer; he grew up in our society and became one, so thewhole
society isresponsiblefor that murder. Similarly, we areall responsiblefor
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the global violence. It istherefore our responsibility not to contribute to
theviolencein theworld by freeing ourselves of the violencein our con-
SCiOUSNESS.

Chapter 17. Isthereapath totruth?

Sincetruthisacreative perception of ‘what is namely thefact, there
can be no mechanical path to it. The learning mind is the essence of the
path sincewithout it no learning can take place on any path. A path putsthe
human mind through experiences. What determineswhether we shall pick
up atruth or aprejudice out of that experience? Our conditioning distorts
perception, so freedom from conditioning isaprerequisite for the percep-
tion of truth.

Chapter 18. Istheego an illuson?

Thereisno ego anywherein nature except in the human conscious-
ness. Consequently it iscreated by our own approach tolife. It isnot
likeapart of our body which hasan actua existencein Nature. Krishnamurti
said, “Natureisunconsciously perfect, man isconsciously imperfect and
needsto learn what isconscious perfection.” Theego istheroot cause of
all disorder in our consciousness and it arises from a wrong use of the
faculties of thought, memory and imagination. By learning theright use of
these faculties, we can get rid of the ego, thereforeitisanillusion.

Chapter19. The Ending of Conflict in Relationship

Conflict arises in relationship because we are constantly seeking
something for ourselvesthroughit. If we canrelate with everything likea
truefriend, without wanting anything other than theinnatejoy inthat rela-
tionship, then thereisno conflict. It isthe desireto maximize pleasureand
hold ontoit that givesriseto conflict.

Chapter 20. What isright action?

The political and business definition isthat which succeedsisright .
Thereligious definitionisnot based on theresult. It dependson the state
of mindinwhich that actionisperformed. If it isout of love and compas-
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sionitisright evenif it failsandif it is out of selfishness (ego) theniitis
wrong action evenif it succeeds.

Chapter 21. IsKrishnamurti’sTeaching Practical?

Dependsonwhat wemean by practical. Istheway weareliving now,
with so much disorder, war and violence, practica ?If by practical wemean
that which solvestheimmediate problem thenitisimpractical . If wewant
toend all conflict and all problemsthenitistheonly way sinceit leadsto
greater wisdom. Without wisdom thingswill alwaysgo wrong.

Chapter 22. What isholistic living

Solong asoneiscultivating only one capacity and attached to afrag-
ment of thewhole, itisnot holistic living. When thereisadeep harmony
between body, mind and spirit, thereisno division. The ego creates divi-
sion and therefore conflict. When that iseliminated thereisholisticliving.

Chapter 23 Right Education for the 21% Century

Present day education createsalop-sided mind, highly developedin
one professional direction and very ignorant about the rest of life. Right
education must create a global mind which is not egoistic and includes
knowledgeaswell aswisdom. Knowledge givesability and power but with-
out wisdom power isused to dominate and destroy. One must promotein
education the spirit of inquiry, freedom from fear and self-knowledgewhich
istheart of living.
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NEWSAND NOTES

Bihar

The 114th Annual Convention of Bihar Theosophical Federation and
TOSBihar Regionwith aStudy Classonthebook The Keyto Theosophy
wasorganized at BTF- HQ-Hall at Patnafrom 23rd Aug to 25thAug 2019.
The programme started with Prayersof All Religionsfollowed by Univer-
sd Prayer. Then, Bro. Chitaranjan Sinha“ Kanak”, President, BTF, gavehis
welcome & inaugural addressand Secretary Prof. Rgj Kishore Prasad read
out the greetings received for the occasion. Bro. Shikhar Agnihotri, Na-
tional Lecturer, Indian Section conducted the study in two sessionson all
thethree days. The meeting of the Executive Committee of TOSwasheld
inthe afternoon. It wasfollowed by General Body Meeting of TOS. anda
meeting of the Property Committee. Bro. Pradip Kumar Mahapatra, former
J. General Secretary of the Indian Section, delivered thefollowing three
talksduring the camp: * Theosophy isnothing but Altruistic Living’, * What
isTheosophy’, and onetalk on‘ The Key to Theosophy’.

Short talks were organized under the chairmanship of Bro. Pradip
M ahapatra on the second day. Thesetalkswere on ‘ Charity’ by Bro. S.P.
Srivastava, ‘ Individuaity and Personality’ by Bro. Kishor Prasad; ‘ Principle
of Reincarnation’ by Dr. Sharda Charan, ‘ Duality in Nature' by Prof. Raj
Kishore Prasad ‘ What a Theosophist ought not to do’ by Bro. Umesh Rai
and‘What is Theosophy’ by Sis. MiridulaSingh.

Onthelast day of the camp short talks were organized and the ses-
sionwaschaired by Dr. Sharad Charan, Treasurer, TOS Bihar Region. The
talk on‘ TruthisLife wasgivenby Prof. S.C. Prasad, ‘ Dimension of Space’
by Prof. Rajkishore Prasad, ‘ Knowingisbecoming’ by Bro. B.B. Sinhaand
‘Only Truth Prevails by Prof. S.C. Srivastava. TheAnnua Convention came
to aclosewith thevote of thanksgiven by Prof. Rajkishore Prasad.

Bombay

SHANTI LODGE NAVROZE CELEBRATION MEETING on 29th
August 2019: SisMeher Contractor in her talk on ‘ Zend —A-Vohumana'’ -
‘ Explanation to Good Mind’ said: Bahman Ameshaspand, One of the Seven
Archangels of Ahuramazda, isin charge of Love, Peace & Harmony and
Animal Kingdom. In Zoroastrian scripture Soul of Mother Earthisrepre-
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sented by Cow. Thisisthe reason why in Zoroastrian calendar month of
Bahman, Zoroastrians abstain from eating meat. Ahuramazda’ s Creations
(both Material & Spiritual) werewith the help of Bahman Ameshaspand.
Zarthushtra after His revelation was taken to Ahuramazda by Bahman
Ameshaspand soitissaid Vohu Mana—Good Loving Mind - leadsoneto
Ahuramazda. Thoughtslead to words and wordsturninto actions. Actions
haveto be good for entire world so thoughts have to originate from VVohu
Manafor dl levelsof Consciousness. ‘ Zend-A-Vohumana isaprayer with
explanation of Vohumanaand it tells about things to happen during four
Ages(Golden, Silver, Copper and Iron) and union with the Creator.

Sis. Ratamai Peer had shared her personal experiences of how
Vohumana—Good Loving Mind - helps.

Obituary: Dr. Jitendra Sanghavi, member of Vasanta L odge passed
away around June 2019.

Sis. Dolly Wadiaof Ananda L odge passed to peace on 28" August she
was Montessori Educationist and dedicated TS member for 33 years. She
was aCo-Freemason of High Degree. Lodge Concord isgrateful to her for
attending meetings regularly despite her leg problem. She had served as
Treasurer for Juhu Masonic Lodgefor many years. A commemoration meet-
ing was held on 30" August. In which tributes were paid to the departed
soul.

Madras

TheMadras Theosophical Federation (Adyar) held aseminar on
the theme “Mission Statement 2019” on 31% August 2019, at Blavatsky
Bunglow, International HQ, TS. The seminar waswell attended by all the
membersand some personsfrom the Headquarters. All the affiliated L odges
werewell represented. (Adyar/Youth/L adies/Kil pauk/Mylapore/Gandhi
Nagar andAnnaNagar)

Federation’s President Dr. N.C. Ramanujachary welcomed the audi-
enceand explained the Mission Statement formulated by the General Coun-
cil of the Theosophical Society at its meeting held in July 2018 and aims
(objects) of the society. He al so spoke on thefirst phrase of the statement
“Serving Humanity” and said service cannot be evidently donewithout any
knowledge of the Humanity. Humanity consists of its needs and the pur-
pose of human progression and perfection. Humanity needsto bedivinized
and the methodology iswell explained in several sacred scriptures of the
nation and elaborately explained in the Theosophical literature. Dr. R.
Revathy, Prof. C.A. Shinde, and Ms. Sonal Murdi explained the sub-clasuses
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of the statement, “ Cultivating an ever degpening understanding”, “ Realiza-
tion of theAgelessWisdom” and “ Spiritual Self-transformation”. Thenthe
“Unity of life” was emphasized based on the Finest Fundamental Law in
Ocecult Science as detailed by Madam Blavatsky in her The Secret Doc-
trine. Ms. Nancy Secrets, Internationa Treasurer, and Ms. MarjaArtamma,
International Secretary, respectively, who were also ex-officio members
of the General Council which formulated the Mission Statement, summa-
rized the proceedingswith eloquent remarks.

It was suggested that the statement needsto be well publicized with
appropriate explanation to the membersand to general public and the Fed-
erationsin Indiahave agreat roleto play inthisregard.

Mr. Raman, Secretary of the Madras Theosophical Federation, pro-
posed vote of thanksto all the speakersand in particular to the august audi-
ence.

Utkal

Sis. Mitalini Mahaptraand Sis. Paurnamasi Pattnaik addressed the
residentsof VivekanandaA partment, Bhubaneswar, on17"" and 20" Sep-
tember. The subject of their talk was the content of the book entitled
Brahmavidya Byakhan. It was organized by Bhubaneswar L odge asapart
of programme for the Propagation of Theosophy.

Barabati L odge, under the auspicesof UTF, conducted apublic meet-
ing on 14 September for the propagation of Theosophy. It washeldinthe
premisesof Ramadevi Sishu Vihar in Cuttack.

Prof Sahadeb Patro, President, UTF, delivered a talk on “Satya
Sodhanam and Brahma Sadhanam”.He said Morality isabasisof athing
and TRUTH isthesubstance of Morality. Thiswaswith referenceto Gandhiji
coming in contact with HPB and how Gandhiji wasinspired by HPB and
became an associate member of TS having gonethrough thebook The Key
to Theosophy. Teachers, parentsof the children, general public, and mem-
bersof Gandhi Smaraki Nidhi attended the meeting.

Bro Subhendu Pattnaik, along standing member of KFl, gaveapublic
talk on” Theosophy and Krishnamurti” at Cuttack L odge, Cuttack, on 21
September.

Study classon Theosophical Classicsisconducted onceinaweek at
five Theosophical L odgesin Bhubaneswar, two Lodges of Cuttack and at
the Lodgesinfiveother districts.
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Uttar Pradesh

In order to honour Sri Raghuraiji, the senior most member (aged
93yrs) of Sarvahitkari Lodge, Gorakhpur, aprogramme was organized by
the Lodge on 3 July, in which hewas presented ashawl and aKalyan Ank.
Thefollowing talkswere organized by the Lodgein July & August: Bro.
S.B.R. Misraspokeon‘BrahmaVidyaonthebasisof ISsUnveiled',  Trikaya
i.e. Three Bodies' in The \Voice of the Slence, ‘ Significance of Guru
Poornima’ and ‘History of Theosophical Society’ respectively. Besides,
Bro. Misra addressed the members of Senior Eve's Welfare Association
onthechapter 15 of Bhagawadgita and spoke on‘LifeAfter Death’ before
agathering of 30 personsin Gemini apartment; and healong with Dr. Ajai
Ral and J.B. Rai addressed the students of aGirls' Inter College during a
flag hoisting ceremony on 15August.

Sri Raghurai gave atalk at Sarvahitkari Lodgeon* Time'. Thetwo
talks delivered at the Lodge by Dr. Ajai Rai were on ‘Moon Eclipse: its
effect & precaution’ and * Science of Yoga . Sri A.P. Srivastava spoke on
‘Origin of Religion’ and the subjectsof Sri J.B. Rai, adevotee of Gayatri
Pith, Haridwar, were* Compatibility in married life’ and * Gayatri Mantra:
Itssignificance & meaning’.

Atalk ondi™h d ty rifk i eglo ,0 iklfxdrkwas held at the Indian
Section HQ on 20" September. It was delivered by Prof. Shanti Swarup
Sinhaof the Department of Visual Arts, BHU, and was organi zed under the
auspicesof Kashi Tattva Sahba.

TheAnnua Mesting of the General Body of DharmalLodge, L ucknow,
washeld on 4" September. Bro. U.S. Pandey conducted astudy on the sub-
ject dedlingwith‘ Rgj Yoga-Why, What and How? It washeld at the Dharma
Lodgeon 11 September. Besides, two talkswere organized by the Lodgein
September - onewasdelivered by Bro. Ashok Guptaon ‘ Epitome of The-
osophy’ and the other was on * Human Reincarnation’ given by Bro. U.S.
Pandey.

Bro. K.K. Srivastava, Secretary of the Theosophical Lodge in
Barabanki, conducted a programme for students from class 9 to 12 in
Scholar’sPublic Inter College Barabanki on 6" August, 2019. The purpose
wasto acquaint the studentswith basi c theosophy, its purpose, methodsfor
its study and work of great |eaders of theosophical movement. About 68
students participated. Sometheosophical literature/bookswere distributed
among participating students.
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TheAnnua Meeting of Chauhan Lodge, Kanpur, washeld on 1% Sep-
tember. Besides, thefollowing eight talkswere delivered at the Lodge by
Bro. R.K. Singh (from USA) between 8 and 29 September : ‘ Integral Yoga,
*J. Krishnamurti and HisPsyche', ‘ Devasand Men', * Borrowed K nowledge
v/sOriginal Wisdom’, ‘How not to die? and ‘What really drawsAdept’s
attention andistrusted by Them?, *Mini Enlightenment’ and* Mystic Mus-
ingwithl. K. Taimni’

A discussion on ‘Karma, Fatalism and Free Will” was organized by
theL odgeon 15 September inwhich Bro. S.B.S. Chauhan, Smt. Shaily Singh,
Bro. Kirtiman Singh, Km. Preeti Tiwari and Bro. R.K. Singh expressed their
views on the theme of the discussion.

A specia study of the Bhagavad Gitawas conducted by agroup of the
members of Chauhan L odge on Wednesdaysand Fridaysduring the period
from 13 to 27 September, 2019. Bro. S.S. Gautam, President of Kanpur
L odge, guided the study.

Shri V.S. Saini (Dip.64563) of Kanpur Lodge passed to peace on 16/
06/2019 and

Rai Parmeshwari Prasad (Dip.93452) of Gorakhpur Lodge passed to
peace on 05/09/2019.

Indian Section Headquarters

1. A Theosophical Workers' Training Camp was organized by theIn-
dian Section at Varanasi on 28 and 29 September 2019. The camp was con-
ducted by aNational Lecturer Bro. U.S. Pandey. Fifteen Memberspartici-
pated init. The camp started with recitation of the Universal Prayer on 28
September.

Bro. U.S.Pandey, during nine sessions spread over two days, covered
topics such as- Outline of the Programme, Theosophy and Theosophical
Society; Objects, Mission Statement and General Aim of the T.S.; Maha
Chohan’sLetter, I naugural Address of the Founding President; Real work
of T.S., Study, Meditation and Service; DivinePlanand T.S., Applied and
Practical Theosophy; Qualifications and Preparation of a Theosophical
worker; Working of alodge, Hidden side of lodge meetings, study camps;
Amended Constitution of the Indian Section-its highlights, Work of Lodge
and Federation officials; propagation of Theosophy and Future of T.S.

Thewhole programme was conducted asinteractive session.
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2. A mesting to celebrate 172nd birth anniversary of Dr. Annie Besant
wasorganized at the Indian Section Headquarterson 1st October. The speaker
on thisoccasion was Bro. Sahdeb Patro, President of Utkal Theosophical
Federation. The meeting started with the Universal Prayer and then Smt.
UmaBhattacharyyawel comed and introduced the guest speaker.

Bro. Patro spokeon* Dr. Annie Besant’ s contribution to Theosophy’.
After mentioning about her lifeand work Bro. Patro said that whilein things
essential there should be unity, in things non- essential, there should be
liberty and in al thingsthere should be charity. Quoting from Zoroastrian-
ism Dr. Besant affirms; Asthrough wisdom is created the world of righ-
teousness, through wisdom is subjugated every evil and through wisdomiis
perfected every good. With multifaceted talents, shewasthe Diamond Soul
wholived‘many livesinonge'.

3. Indian Section Sudy Camp:

A study camp on‘ The Teachings of Theosophy and J. Krishnamurti’
wasdirected by Prof. P. Krishna, aLife Member of TS. Thecampwasheld
at the Section HQ from 2™ to 4" October 2019 and the reference book for
study was*‘ A Jewel onaSilver Platter’ by P. Krishna. The camp started with
therecitation of Universal Prayer and then General Secretary of the Sec-
tion welcomed and introduced the director of thecamp. Inall, 79 members
of the Indian Section got themselvesregistered for the camp.

(For some details of the camp please see page 519-5230f
thisno. of themagazine)

A programme of devotiona music was organized in the evening on
2" QOctober. It was organized by the Indian Section, TS, in collaboration
with the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH),
Varanas.

Goal Setting M eet At Varanasi

A review of 2018-19 Goalsfor theIndian Section and the 16 Federa-
tions took place at the Indian Section HQ, Varanasi on 30th September
2019inwhich the Presidents and Secretaries of all the Federation partici-
pated. The overall average consolidated achievement was 63%. The highest
achieverswere Indian Section (stand alone) (93%), U. P. and Uttarakhand
(90%) and Marathi Federation (88%). Goalsfor 2019-20 were set for the
Indian Section and all the 16 Federationson 1.10.2019.
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Varanas Sightseeing Tours for 144"
T.S. Convention Delegates

Considering that the 144" International Conventionisbeing heldin
Varanasi after about 30 years, most of the delegates will get aonce-in-a-
lifetime chanceto seethe spiritual capital of India- Varanasi. For this, two
identical sight-seeing tours have been arranged on 29" December and 30"
December 2019. Thetour programme on either day will beasfollows.

1. Alaknanda (River Ganga) 7.00am t09.00am
Cruise.

It is a 5-star air-conditioned
Luxury Cruise operated by Nordic
CruiseLineonriver Ganga. If thisdoes
not operate, you will betaken on tradi-
tional small boats. '

Delegates will be taken tof==
Khirkiya Ghat from Indian Section f§
Headquarters(1.S.HQ.) asbusesarenot f
alowedinthisarea Thedouble-decker
boat built at acost of Rs10 million (Rs
1 crore) can carry 90 passengers and
will visit al the 84 Ghats (embank-
mentsonriver Ganga). Theupper deck
isarestaurant whereyou can order tea,
coffee, snacks or breakfast at your
cost. Thecruisewill take about 2 hours.
Thisprogrammemay bekept inthe af-
ternoonif thereisexcessivefoginthe
morning.
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2. Rajghat and Besant Schoal. 9.00amto 11.00 am

It is spread over about 350 acres
alongthebank of Ganga. It wasfounded by
Dr. Annie Besant and developed by J.
Krishnamurti, who regularly visited the
place for 35 years. The serenity of the |
placeis striking. Our delegates can meet
Prof. P. Krishna who was in charge of
Rajghat for severa yearsand the Delegates
attending J. Krishnamurti’s 125" Birth An-
niversary Commemoration.

3. Sarnath. 11.00 am to 02.00 pm

Itislocated 13 kilometersnorth
east of Varanasi, isaBuddhist pilgrim
spot famous as the first place where
Lord Buddha preached after gaining
enlightenment. L ater, King Ashokabuilt
lot of stupas (structures) focused on
BuddhismliketheAshok Fillar (India's
National Emblem). Onecanaso seethe
famous Bodhi Tree, an Archeological ==
Museum, the Tibetan Temple and the
large Tower temple where Lord Bud-
dhalived. Lunch at Cantonment.

4. Ramnagar Fort and Temples of 2.00pmto3.30 pm
Varanad.

Itis 14 kilometers east of Varanasi.
It was built by Maharaja Balwant Singh.
Cal. Olcott and Madam Blavatsky visited
the place.
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5. Banaras Hindu University 3.30pm t05.00 pm
(BHU).

This was started by Pandit
Madan Mohan Malviyawiththehelp
of Dr. Annie Besant who gave her
collegeto start the University. It has
a lovely new temple of Kashi
Vishwanath. The old templeisin a g&
very congested areaof Varanasi and &
not easy to reach. The campus is
clean, green and beauttiful. It alsohas
alovely KalaBhavan Museum.

6.Evening Aarti at
Dashashwamedh Ghat (Ganga
Aarti).

It is a spectacular Hindu religious

ceremony that takes place every

evening attended by thousands of

people. You will see it from the

terrace of our friend’s house.

7. Return back tothel .S.H.Q. 7.30pm
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GOALS FOR — 2018-2019

I ndian Section Headquarters

01. To conduct a goal setting meet at Varanasi/Bhowali for the
President and Secretary of all the Federations.
02. To organize oneworkers' training campinVaranas and onein
Adyar.
03. To strengthen the admini strative set-up of the Indian Section
by hiring at |east two administrative officers and two volun-
teers.

04. To make apilot project/camp for combined study, meditation

and serviceat Varanasi.

05. Toreprint at least six Theosophical Bookswhich are out of

copyright period.

06. To devel op asyllabusand start acourse on Theosophy at

Vasant KanyaMahavidyadaya(VKM).

07. Toinitiate generation of asurplusat therate of Rs. 1 Crore per
year before the end of the year at The Indian Section HQ and
grant a reasonable amount to each federation that qualify for

work on propagation of Theosophy.

Assam Theosophical Federation

01.To organize visits of good speakers to 4 schools and 6 colleges
in order to attract young generation towards Theosophy.

02.Toform two new Theosophical lodges.

03.Torevivefour inactivelodges.

04.To conduct 6 study classes at federation and lodgelevel for
the better understanding of Theosophy.

05.To trand ate two English books on Theosophy in Assamese.

06.To conduct a study camp at Bhowali in which at least 10
memberswill participate.

07.To publish 500 copies each of 10 pamphletsin Assamese on
Theosophical subjectsfor lodgesand general public.

08.To organize 10 debate/essay competitions at school and
collegelevel.

09.To publish Quarterly newd ettersin Assamese for the members.

10.Toincrease net membership in thefederation by 10 members.

11.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary of
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all the Lodges.
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Bengal Theosophical Federation

01.Toincrease net membership by 16 members.

02.To open two new lodges during thisyear.

03.Toincreasethe number of members attending our weekly study
classes by 25%.

04.To popularize Theosophy amongst students through the
memberswho arein teaching profession and induct at least
two new student members.

05.Totrandate, publish and distribute four books on Theosophy
inBengali.

06.To conduct 4 study classesby National Lecturers.

07.To makethe Federation’slibrary facility availableto the public.

08.To reactivate two dormant lodges/centres by visiting and
motivating workersand old members.

09.To send at least 10 membersfor the Bhowali study camp.

10.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary
of al the Lodges.

Bihar Theosophical Federation

01.To organize a two hours talk on a Theosophical topic in each
of the 11 lodges.

02. To organize atwo-day study classin each of the 11 lodges.

03.To organize a three-day study class by Bihar Theosophical
Federation.

04.To organize a day-long seminar in each lodge on a socia topic
related with Theosophy in which chairperson will be a reputed
person other than amember of the TS.

05.Torevivefour defunct lodges.(Hgjipur, PatnaMaurya, Patna
Bodhaand Patliputra)

06. To organize onetalk on basic theosophy in two schoolsand
two colleges.

07.To achieve anet increasein membership by 30 members.

08. To develop awebsite of Bihar Theosophical Federation.

09. To conduct afive-day study camp at Bhowali inthefirst week
of May/June, 2019, with at least 15 members.

10. To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary
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Bombay Theosophical Feder ation

01.Toincrease net membership by 5 members.

02.To start an E-Lodge asapilot project in Mumbai.

03.To ensure that the members of Anand Lodge meet at least once
inamonth.

04.To encourage participation and presentation by young and new
membersin at least three meetings.

05.To haveat least two reach out programmes at schoolsand colleges.p

06.To prepare at least three Second Line Workers to take more
responsihility for the administration of the lodge and federation.
07.To organize funding for one I ndian Section Educational Project
(Library Upgradation).
08.To send at least five membersfor the study camp at Bhowali.

Delhi Theosophical Federation

01.To publish 1000 copies of pamphletsin Hindi onintroduction to
Theosophy for general public.

02.To arrange at least 6 lectures on Theosophical subjects at
various schools and colleges of Delhi.

03.To achieveanincrease of 10 membersin net membership.

04.To organize 6 study classesof two days' duration at the L odge
and Federation level.

05.To organizeaworkers' training camp.

06.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary
of al the Lodges.

07.To conduct athree-day study camp at Bhowali in the last week
of May, 2019, with at least 30 members.

Gujarat Theosophical Federation

01.To organizeaworkers' training camp.

02.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary
of al the Lodges.

03.To organize athree-day study camp for at least 70 membersat
onelocation in order to activate the members of the Lodge.

04.To reactivate two dormant lodges/centres by visiting and
motivating workersand old members.

o

100

100
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100
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05.To publish 1000 copies of pamphlets and two booksin Gujarati,
each on five Theosophical subjects and distribute them to
lodges and members.
06.To organi ze one youth camp, one el ocution competition and
three essay competitionsto encourage youth activities.
07.To celebrate Foundation Day, Adyar Day, Dr. AnnieBesant’s
Birthday and White Lotus Day at different schools and
colleges.
08.Toincrease net membership by 20 members.
09.To conduct afour-day study camp at Bhowali in April/May,
2019, with at least 35 members.

K arnataka Theosophical Federation

01.To set up a school of Theosophy at Bengaluru to imbibe
standard practices of learning and dissemination of
Theosophical wisdom for the benefit of different classes of
membership-basic, intermediary and higher.
02.To set up a cadre of at least 20 teachers of Theosophy and
supplementary staff as resource persons and enabling staff, at
all eventsfor propagation of Theosophy.
03.To set up acommittee of 10 core membersto prepare acom-
mon plan of activity for all lodges and oversee its
implementation.
04.Tolend acharacteristicidentity of Theosophy to all lodgesin
the state by enforcing uniform pattern of activity inthelodge’'s
programmesfor at |east five daysin aweek.
05.To establishal odgeActivity and Development Fund (LADF)
made up of voluntary donations, sponsorship and endowments
worth at least Rs. 3 lacs.
06.Toset uplibraries, oneeach, in at least 10 lodges and provide
them with free supply of books, journals, pamphletsfor the benefit
of the membersand interested general public.
07.To achieve an all-round progress in the number of genera
activities by + 20%.
08.To conduct aten-day study camp at Bhowali in thefirst week
of April, 2019, with at |east 45 members.
09.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary
of al the Lodges.
01.To organizevisit toten schools.
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02.To organizegift bookson TV programmes (Chandana) — That
AnthaHeli.

03.To organize 130 one-day camps.

04.To organize 10 two-day camps.

05.To organize 9 three-day camps

06.To organize 10 four-day camps.

07.To organize aten-day study camp cum-workshop.

08.To organize 313 half-day study classes.

09.To organize 365 Bharat Samaj Pooja.

10.To publish five Theosophical booksin Kannada.

Kerala Theosophical Federation

01.To organizetwo “Wake Up IndiaYouth Camps® with at least
thirty studentsin each camp.

02.To organizetwo “Reaching Out” programmesfor interaction
with Teachersand Students.

03.To organize one workers' training camp with at least thirty
members.

04.To organize two book exhibitions for ten days with the
co-operation of public librariesand other institutions.

05.To publish two booksin Maayalam, thisyear.

06.To organizetwo RetreatsStudy campsin Keralaand Bhowali
with at least thirty membersin each camp.

07.To celebrate four Red-Letter Days of T.S., like October 1% by
organizing competition for school and college studentsin their
respective school and college, followed by the final competition
at thelodge.

08.To celebrate the 125" anniversary of Dr. Besant’s arrival in

India with a public function on 16"" November 2018 at

Trivandrum.

09.To publish 500 copies of pamphlets on two Theosophical
subjectsin Malayalam.

10.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary
of al the Lodges.

M.P. & Rajasthan Theo. Federation

01.Toincrease membership by 20 members.
02.To arrange at least four Theosophical orientation sessions for
Scoutsand N.S.S. studentsfrom college.
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03.To arrange at least four “Yoga and Meditation” camps aff100

different lodges.
04.To form four groups and clusters of lodges for better
communication and better documentation.
05.To conduct one study camp at Bhowali in Junewith at least
20 members.
06.To organizefive study camps/seminarsat different lodges.
07.To form at least two Youth Groups at lodge level for
Theosophical activity.
08.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary
of al the Lodges.

M adr as Theosophical Federation

01.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary
of al the Lodges.

02.To improve attendance by 25% through dissemination of
information in the print media.

03. To organize two study campson Theosophy at Adyar.

04. To publish two booksin English on Theosophy.

05. To publish 500 Theosophical pamphletson five aspects of
Theosophy for wider circulation amongst the public.

06. To prepare aconcise book on political role of Dr. Annie Besant

in India and have it printed with support from the Indian
Section.
07. Toincrease the net membership by 10 members.

Mar athi Theosophical Federation

01. To organizefive one-day seminar on Theosophical Subjects.

02. To conduct five Essay competitions and Debate competitions,
based on Theosophical books, for Higher Secondary and
Collegelevel students.

03.To publish 1000 copies of abook in Marathi language, covering

fivetopicsof Theosophy, then distribute them to lodges and
alsoin schools.

04. To introduce one three-day vacation study camp based on
theosophy for 30 students of Higher Secondary Schools at
Akola
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05.Toincrease the membership by 10 members.
06.To conduct three one-day introductory camps for new
members.
07.To arrange three guided meditation sessions for the members
and also for general public.
08.To conduct afive-day study camp at Bhowali inthefirst
week of May, 2019, with at |east 25 members.
09.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary
of all the Lodges.

Rayalaseema Theosophical Federation

01.To develop a website of the federation in order to popularize
Theosophy and present Theosophical ideas among the
members and outsiders.
02.To activate four dormant lodges.
03.To form three study centresand one new lodge.
04.To enhance the net membership by 25 members.
05.To conduct astudy camp at Bhowali during thelast week of
April, 2019, with participation of 40 members.
06.Tovisit two colleges/schoolsat | east oncein every two months
for popularizing Theosophy.
07.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary
of al the Lodges.
08.To start Theosophical Librariesin 4 lodges of the federation.
09.To conduct three training camps in order to train members to
become federation lecturers and resource persons.
10.To print and distribute 500 copies of four Theosophical books,
and 1000 copies of pamphlets on Theosophical subjectsin
Telugu.

Tamil Theosophical Federation

01.To organize 6 study classesin different lodges.

02.To publish 500 copies of pamphletsin Tamil on 10 Theosophi-
cal subjectsfor lodgesand general public.

03.To increase net membership in the federation by 10
members.

04.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary
of all the Lodges.
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05.To organize 10 debate/essay competitions at school and
collegelevel.

06.To conduct a study camp at Bhowali with at least 10
members.

07.To organize at least six lectures in Tamil on
Theosophical subjectsin six schools/colleges.

Telugu Theosophical Feder ation

01.Toincrease net membership by 50 membersincluding 10
Women and 10 Youth members.
02.Toreviveand activate three dormant lodges.
03.To popularize Theosophical literature in three colleges and
one University by providing 500 copies of pamphlets on basic
Theosophy.
04.To conduct afive-day study camp at Bhowali with at |east 40
membersduring May, 2019, and atwo-day study camp at any lodge
of the Federation.
05.To conduct two meditation classes at different lodges.
06.To conduct at least two public meetings to introduce
Theosophy to the peoplein order to attract new members.
07.To publish two sets of 500 copies of pamphletson basic
Theosophy in Telugu language.
08.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary
of al the Lodges.

Utkal Theosophical Federation

01.Toformtwo new lodgesand revitalize four dormant lodges.
02.Toincrease net membership by 20 out of which fiveshall be
women.
03.Toinvitefour National Lecturersfor conducting study camps
of three-day duration.
04.To impart Theosophical education once in a fortnight at two
different schools.
05.To arrange two study classes of two-day duration for non-
membersat Bhubaneswar and at Cuttack.
06.To publish three translated Theosophical books and one
reprintin Odia.
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07.To distribute 500 Odia pamphlets and 100 books in schools,fjqg
colleges and social functions.

08.To organize atwo-day youth camp at Bhubaneswar. 100

09.To use electronic and print media in order to popularize
Theosophy among general public through three TV interviews/ 0
talksand three newspaper articles.

10. To conduct literary competitions on Theosophy for Youth at
two different colleges and school swith incentives.

11.To conduct afive-day study camp at Bhowali inthelast 100
week of May, 2019, with at least 20 members.

12.To conduct agoal setting meet for the President & Secretary ~ [LOO
of all the Lodges.

100

Uttar Pradesh Theosophical Federation

01.To conduct 6 study camps of two to three daysin different 100
lodges.
02.To organize 8 sessiong/public talks of oneto two hours each
for exposure of Theosophy to general public.
03.To conduct 6 one-day seminarson Theosophical subjects. h00
04.To organize three programmes for students on integrated
development/self-transformation at college level, higherfl00
secondary level and school level.

100

05.To organizetwo introductory campsfor new members 100
06.To arrange four guided meditation sessions. 100
07.Toincrease net membership by 5 members. 0
08.To conduct a three-day study camp at Bhowali in June, 2019,
with at least 20 members. 100
09. To set goalsfor all the 22 lodges. 100
10.To print Hindi trand ation of one Theosophical book. 100
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HEADQUARTERSOF THE INDIAN SEC-
TION, THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

THE 144th INTERNATIONAL CONVEN-
TION AT VARANASI

Theme: Nurturing the Divine Seed

The 144th International Convention of the Theosophical Society will
be held at the National Headquarters, of the Indian Section, Kamachha,
Varanasi, from 31 December 2019 to 5 January 2020. All members of
the Society in good standing are welcome to attend as delegates. Non-
members may send requests for permission to attend, together with a
recommendation from an officer of the Federation or the Section, to the
Convention Officer (CO) before 25 November. Mr. Shikhar Agnihotri
(Cell. Phone 91-8840926268, 9839912070) will be the Convention Of-
ficer.

Packagerates apply from 29 Dec. 2019 dinner to 5 Jan. 2020 dinner.
Please pay in packageratesonly.

A. SURYASHRAM BUILDING - (Only for G.C. & Overseas
Members) Registration with full board(twin sharing rooms with
attached bathroom & toilet)
Basis: US$(1$=Rs70), EURO(1& Rs77), AUD (1AUD= Rs47)
For extradays, $35(Rs2450) per day per bed.

Western Food  Registration Accommodation Total Package
$60(Rs 4200) $70(Rs 4900)  $230(Rs 16,100) $360(Rs 25,200)
€55 €64 €09 €328
AUDS89 AUD104 AUD343 AUD536

Indian Food Registration Accommodation Tota Package
$25(Rs1750)  $70(Rs 4900) $230(Rs 16,100) $325(Rs22,750)
B.MEHTAHOSTEL & BHOJANSHALABHAVAN - Registration
with full board (single & double seated rooms with common bath-
room & toilet)

For extradays, $35(Rs2450) per day per bed. Overseas delegates
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Western Food  Registration Accommodation ~ Total Package
$60(Rs 4200) $70(Rs4900) $85(Rs 5950) $215(Rs 15,050)
Indian Food Registration Accommodation  Total Package

$25(Rs 1750) $70(Rs4900) $85(Rs5950) $180(Rs 12,600)
Indian and Less Developed Countries’ delegates

Food Registration Accommodation  Total Package

(Rs 1750) (Rs 500) (Rs 5950) (Rs 8,200)
Includes registration fee, sharing room, mattress, cots, sheets, pillows

with covers, blankets, all mesals, etc.

C.INDIAN STYLEACCOMMODATION- HARMONY BUILDING,
ALLHOSTEL BUILDINGS, SOCIETY AND EDUCATIONAL BUILD-
INGS Registration with full board (Dormitory style)

For extradaysRs150/day/bed

Indian and Less Developed Countries' delegates
Food Registration Accommodation ~ Total Package
Rs 1750 Rs 500 Rs 950 Rs 3200

Includesregistration fee, cot, mattress, sheets, pillow with coversblan-
kets, all mealsetc.

Note: 1. Half rate for children of 3-10 years. 2. Charges for non-

memberswill be same asfor members.

D.PEOPLE NOT REQUIRINGACCOMMODATION- Only meals
(Canteen from 29 Dec.2019 to 5 Jan. 2020)

Food Registration Total Package

Rs 1750 Rs 500 Rs 2250

E. BREAKFAST, LUNCH, SNACKS, DINNER FOR ONE DAY IS
Rs 600, in addition to onetimeregistration charge of Rs 500.
Note: half rate for children of 3-10 years

ACCOMMODATION

All Indian style accommodation is dormitory accommodation — that
is, shared accommodation, multiple cots and mattress within the same room
or hall; no attached bathrooms or toilets; and, no kitchen. No special facili-
ties can be provided for members who are ill or for women with babies.
Ordinary medical attention will be available for minor complaints and there
are no facilities to treat serious illness. Since accommodation is limited,
especially ground floors, preference will be given for very elderly del-
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egates who register early, mention their age and request for
it. Accommodation availability will be confirmed by the Convention Of-
ficer by email. Specific building / room allotment requests cannot be en-
tertained.

REGISTRATIONAND PAYMENTS
Last date for registration: 1 December 2019

Cancellation: last date 10 December 2019; payment will be refunded,
except the Registration fee of Rs.500 or USD 70. After 10 December there
will be no refund of any amount. Cancellation request must reach Indian
Section, Varanasi by 10th December for refund consideration.

Delegates from India: Send the Registration form with the details
(available at www.theosophy-india.org and www.ts-adyar.org), along with
the package charges, to the Convention Officer before 1 December 2019.
Remittance by crossed cheques or bank drafts should be made payable
to Indian Section, The Theosophical Society. If making online transfers,
it is essential to communicate by email to CO, the following details:
Delegate(s) Name, Bank name and Branch, Amount, Date of Transfer and
Transfer reference number. The online transfer can be made to Bank of
Baroda( formerly Vijaya Bank), Kamachha Branch, Varanasi. Account No.
718301010005045, IFSC Code VI1JB0007183 in the name of Indian Sec-
tion, The Theosophical Society.

Delegates from other countries: Make sure you take travel insur-
ance. Send the Registration form (available at www.theosophy-india.org
and www.ts-adyar.org) by email. Payment on arrival in foreign currency is
accepted. If payment isbeing made by online bank in Rs at the above men-
tioned account no., then make sure that it isin Indian Rupees and purpose
of payment is marked “donations’” and an email is sent to CO with the fol-
lowing details. Delegate(s) name, Bank name, Amount, Date of Transfer
and Transfer reference number.

Contact Convention Officer by email:
tsvnsconvention@gmail.com or By Post: The Convention Officer, In-
dian Section, The Theosophical Society, Gurubagh, Kamachha, Varanasi -
221010, India

MarjaArtamaa
International Secretary
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HEADQUARTERSOF THE INDIAN SEC-
TION, THETHEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY,
Kamachha, Varanas 221 010, I ndia

I nter national Convention 2019-20

REGISTRATION & ACCOMMODATION
FORM

[To befilled in Block Capitals and sent to the Convention Officer,
preferably by email tsvnsconvention@gmail.com

Main applicant details to be entered below; the application should
be completely filled up in all the fields.

Name: ..o e, Nationality: ..........ccceeeennes Email:
.................................. Address (in home country) ..................
Phone/Mobile: ...
Section/Federation/Lodge.................. Specid Request: ......cccvveeee.
PACKAGE RATES:

A.HARMONY: Overseas delegates USD 360* or Rs 25,200- Includes
registration fee, ‘western’ meals, double occupancy accommodation with
attached bathrooms, cots, mattresses, sheetsand blankets.

B.MEHTAHostel: Overseasdelegates USD 180 (Rs.12,600), delegates
from Indiaand less devel oped countries Rs.8,200 —includesregistration
fee, Indian meals, double occupancy accommaodation, cots, mattresses,
sheetsand blankets.

C.INDIAN STYLE:Delegatesfrom Indiaand |ess devel oped countries
Rs.3,200 - Includesreg. fee, meals, sharing/dormitory type accommoda-
tion, cots, mattress sheetsand blankets.

D.PEOPLE NOT REQUIRINGACCOMMODATION: Rs.2250—In-
cludesregistration feeand Indian meals.
Note: half rate for children of 3-10 years

* EUR 328 or AUD 536
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R W Agw | amter | i | Pucpany | Fiymen medi | dmocer Pamaro
iechide the main applicany FIE | TN | /B s | ik, o laaroa fis o g
— = _ baxc e

Dateof Arriva: ................. morning/afternoon

Date of Departure: ................ morning/afternoon

Signatureof applicant: .........ovie i
Date ..o

For all delegates: Completing thisRegistration Formwith all
particularsisimportant — please do not send or submitincomplete
forms.

Last date for registration: 1 December 2019. Last date for
cancellation: 10 December 2019 (by email or by post) For online
payments and any clarifications, contact Convention Officer at
email to tsvnsconvention@gmail.com or visit www.ts-
adyar.org for details.
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CLAIRYOYANCE
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avwell g i lsrreayance in wpace and time, plus methods of develupmesa.
The srple of presentation s imple and obyective

THE CHAKRAS
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BOOKS ON DEVOTION

THE DOCTRINE OF THE HEART
A Coopalarm ol 4 Frorssd iy Aoy ey
Thiese ste msnly extzaons from lewen recerved by Annie Bewant Erom Indsan ineeda
They omtasn thasghis bt e been found helpdul, and wonh shanng witk
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